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standing request to conduct independent
research in various Indian states. The gov-
ernment allowed Amnesty International
representatives to visit Bombay but auth-
orization for access to Jammu and Kashmir
had not been granted by the end of the
year.

In oral statements to the UN Commission
on Human Rights in February, the Working
Group on Indigenous Populations in July
and the Sub-Commission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorit-
ies in August, Amnesty International in-
cluded reference to its concerns in India.

Amnesty International condemned de-
liberate and arbitrary killings and other ab-
uses by armed opposition groups and
urged them to respect basic standards of
humanitarian law and release all hostages
immediately.

INDONESIA AND
EAST TIMOR

More than 200 suspected government op-
ponents were prisoners of conscience or
possible prisoners of conscience, including
33 people arrested or sentenced during the
year. An estimated 250 other political
prisoners continued to serve lengthy sen-
tences imposed after unfair trials. Hun-
dreds of people were arrested and held
without charge or trial. The fate of poss-
ibly hundreds of Acehnese and East
Timorese who “disappeared” in previous
years remained unknown. Torture and ill-
treatment of political detainees, peaceful
protesters and criminal suspects was com-
mon, resulting in some deaths. Reports
of extrajudicial executions continued. At

least 32 prisoners were under sentence of
death, two of whom were sentenced dur-
ing the year. No executions were known to
have been carried out.

President Suharto was elected unop-
posed for a sixth term as President in
March. The army's continued dual role in
national security and politics was debated
openly during the year. The government
continued to face both armed and peaceful
opposition from groups seeking indepen-
dence for Aceh, East Timor and Irian Jaya.
There were some allegations of abuses by
armed opposition groups, but details were
difficult to verify.

A personal envoy of the UN Secretary-
General visited East Timor in April to
examine the implementation of recommen-
dations made the previous year concerning
the November 1991 massacre in which the
security forces killed at least 100 and poss-
ibly as many as 250 people (see Amnesty
International Report 1992). On three occa-
sions between January and June, the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross (ICrRC)
felt obliged to suspend visits to political
prisoners in East Timor because of restric-
tions placed on the organization by the
government.

Two resolutions, of the uN Commission
on Human Rights in March and of the un
Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrim-
ination and Protection of Minorities in Au-
gust, expressed concern about persistent
human rights violations in East Timor and
urged the Indonesian Government to allow
access to the territory by humanitarian and
human rights organizations.

In June a national human rights com-
mission was established, but its members
were not appointed until December. Ac-
cess to East Timor and parts of Indonesia
continued to be restricted, making effective
human rights monitoring almost imposs-
ible. Hundreds of thousands of former
members of the Indonesian Communist
Party (pki), banned since 1965, remained
subject to heavy restrictions affecting their
freedom of movement and basic civil
rights.

The perpetrators of human rights viola-
tions were rarely brought to justice: a small
number of police officers and prison offi-
cials were convicted of killing or torturing
criminal suspects but they generally re-
ceived very short sentences.

Lukas Luwarso and Poltak Ika Wibowo,
university students from Semarang, Central




Java, were sentenced to four months' im-
prisonment in November for taking part in
a cultural event which criticized the coun-
try's electoral process and urged young
people to boycott the 1992 national elec-
tions. Both were prisoners of conscience.

Cheppy Sudrajat, a farmer and a pris-
oner of conscience, received a 10-month
prison term for organizing a peaceful de-
monstration over land issues in West Java
in September. The following month, there
were suspicions of police complicity in
death threats and in an attack on the house
of Ahmad Jauhari, a human rights lawyer.

Eleven East Timorese prisoners of con-
science sentenced to long prison terms
after unfair trials in 1992 remained in
prison at the end of the year. Two of them,
Carlos dos Santos Lemos and Bonifacio
Magno Pereira, had their sentences re-
duced by two years. Four others, Gregorio
da Cunha Saldanha, Fernando de Araujo,
Jodo Freitas da Camara and Virgilio da
Silva Guterres, had their final appeals re-
jected by the Supreme Court. Their lawyer
said that he had been unable to file appeals
on their behalf within the allotted time be-
cause he had not been supplied promptly
with copies of court decisions concerning
his clients.

At least 50 alleged supporters of the
armed pro-independence group Aceh
Merdeka, sentenced after unfair trials in
1990, continued to serve prison terms. Two
others were sentenced during the year, in-
cluding Usman bin Muhammad Ali. A
possible prisoner of conscience, he was
sentenced to five years' imprisonment in
July after being convicted of channelling
funds to Aceh Merdeka.

Over 100 political prisoners from Irian
Jaya, including at least 59 prisoners of con-
science, remained in jail for advocating
Irian Jaya's independence. Most had been
sentenced after unfair trials in 1989 and
1990 to terms of between five and 20 years
for planning or participating in peaceful
demonstrations. Eight of the prisoners
were released during the year, after com-
pleting their sentences.

At least 50 out of more than 150 Islamic
activists, imprisoned for subversion and
serving sentences of up to life imprison-
ment, were also prisoners of conscience. At
least 11 Islamic activists were condition-
ally released, including prisoner of con-
science Andi Mappetahang Fatwa, who
had been sentenced in 1985 to 18 years’
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imprisonment for subversion.

More than 30 prisoners sentenced in the
1960s after unfair trials for alleged involve-
ment in a 1965 coup attempt or for pki
membership remained in prison. Most of
them were believed to be prisoners of con-
science. Seven were on death row, one of
whom, Iskandar Subekti, died in custody
in August after 25 years in prison, most of
them on death row.

Political trials failed to meet interna-
tional standards of fairness or to conform
to Indonesia’s Code of Criminal Procedure.
East Timorese resistance leader Xanana
Gusmao was sentenced to life imprison-
ment for rebellion and illegal possession of
firearms in May after a blatantly unfair
trial. He had been held incommunicado for
the first 17 days of his detention and there
were fears that he may have been tortured.
In August his sentence was reduced to 20
years.

Hundreds of alleged government oppon-
ents were detained without charge or trial
and denied access to relatives and lawyers.
More than 200 villagers in North Sumatra,
including women and children, were arbit-
rarily detained in March and held incom-
municado for up to two months, following
a confrontation with security forces con-
cerning a land dispute. Dozens of people,
possibly many more, were arrested in East
Timor before 1# and Swedish officials vis-
ited the area in September. Apparently the
arrests were made in order to prevent pro-
independence demonstrations.

The fate of possibly hundreds of
Acehnese and East Timorese who “disap-
peared” in previous years remained un-
known (see Amnesty International Reports
1992 and 1993).

Torture and ill-treatment of political de-
tainees continued to be widespread. At
least 17 students who had taken part in a
peaceful protest in support of farmers from
Belangguan, East Java, were reportedly tor-
tured or ill-treated during interrogation by
military intelligence authorities in East
Java in January. The students were said to
have been forced to undress, hit with metal
rods and punched, and at least 11 of the 17
were reportedly given electric shocks. The
authorities denied that any ill-treatment
had occurred and no investigation into the
case had been undertaken by the end of the
year.

Criminal suspects were also tortured
and ill-treated, resulting in some deaths. A
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construction worker, his wife and their
nine-year-old child were reportedly tor-
tured by police in West Java in January in
order to extract a confession that they had
stolen a wallet. The father, Sudarmono,
died as a result of torture: his wife, Das-
men, had to be hospitalized after falling
into a coma while under interrogation; and
their son, Junyonto, suffered injuries to his
legs. Under pressure from local residents
five police suspects were reportedly de-
tained for questioning. However, to Am-
nesty International's knowledge, none of
the suspects had been charged or brought
to trial by the end of the year.

Extrajudicial executions continued to be
reported. In East Java, a young factory
worker was raped, tortured and then mur-
dered in May because of her role as a
labour activist. In November it was an-
nounced that a local military commander
was among 10 people due to be tried in
connection with her death. Despite evid-
ence of his involvement in her abduction,
it was reported that he was charged with a
disciplinary offence only. He was to be
tried in a military court, closed to the pub-
lic. Four members of an outlawed religious
group, Haur Koneng, were killed when
government forces stormed their meeting
place in West Java in July. Despite the find-
ings of national human rights organizations
that security forces had used excessive
force and had deliberately killed group
members, no member of the security forces
had been detained or charged by the end of
the year. By contrast, by the end of the year
at least eight Haur Koneng members had
been tried on various charges and sen-
tenced to between four months and one
year's imprisonment. The trials of other
members of the community continued.

In September, four people were killed
and three injured when security forces
opened fire on about 500 peaceful demon-
strators in East Java who were protesting
over the building of a dam. Four police and
military officers were removed from their
posts after public protests, but the govern-
ment and military authorities insisted that
there was no need for an independent in-
vestigation.

At least 2,000 civilians were reportedly
extrajudicially executed by Indonesian sol-
diers in Aceh between 1989 and early
1993, but no official investigations into any
of the killings had been initiated by the
end of the year. Most of the victims were

ordinary villagers living in areas of sus-
pected rebel activity. Nearly two years after
completing its investigation, the govern-
ment had yet to identify the vast majority
of the up to 250 civilians believed to have
been killed during and immediately after
the 1991 massacre in East Timor. More
than 200 people who reportedly “disap-
peared” after the massacre remained unac-
counted for.

At least 17 criminal suspects were shot
dead in Jakarta as part of a continuing
“shoot-on-sight” policy instigated by the
city's police chief in 1989. Despite claims
by police authorities that proper proced-
ures were followed, most died in suspi-
cious circumstances and some may have
been extrajudicially executed.

At least 32 people were in custody and
under sentence of death at the end of 1993.
Six were political prisoners, all elderly
men sentenced for involvement in the 1965
coup attempt or pki membership. In April
former army sergeant Robert Suryadarma,
accused of supporting Aceh Merdeka, was
sentenced to death in absentia for subver-
sion. At least one person was sentenced to
death for murder. In January lawyers sub-
mitted a second request for presidential
clemency on behalf of Kamjai Khong Tha-
vorn, sentenced to death for drug-smug-
gling in 1988. The President’s decision had
not been announced by the end of the year,
but there was deep concern that the execu-
tion was imminent. No executions were
known to have taken place but in Septem-
ber President Suharto announced that
there were no grounds for granting a stay of
execution for Sukatno, a former parliament-
arian and pki member, and that he would
have to be executed in accordance with the
law.

In June and July a group of seven East
Timorese asylum-seekers who entered thi
Finnish and Swedish embassies in Jakarta
were turned away despite inadequate guar-
antees for their safety. They were allowed
to leave the country in December.

Amnesty International appealed
throughout the year for the release of pris-
oners of conscience, for the fair trial or re-
lease of other political prisoners, for urgent
government action to halt torture, extraju-
dicial executions, “disappearances” and
the use of the death penalty. The organiza-
tion continued to call for investigations
into past violations.

In January an Amnesty International




delegate attended the second uUN Asia-
Pacific Workshop on Human Rights Issues
in Jakarta, the first time in 15 years that
the organization had been allowed to visit
Indonesia. The government, however,
limited the delegate’s visa to five days.

In July Amnesty International issued a
report, Indonesia: “Shock Therapy” -
Restoring Order in Aceh, 1989-1993, which
documented evidence of human rights vi-
olations in Aceh and called for urgent ac-
tion to tackle the pattern of gross human
rights violations in the province. Refer-
ences to Amnesty International’s concerns
in Indonesia and East Timor were included
in an oral statement to the uN Commission
on Human Rights in March. In July Am-
nesty International outlined its human
rights concerns in East Timor in an oral
statement to the UN Special Committee on
Decolonization as well as referring to its
concerns in Indonesia in a separate oral
statement.

IRAN

Political arrests, torture, unfair trials
and summary executions were reported
throughout the country. Prisoners of con-
science were among those detained or
serving long prison terms after unfair
trials. Judicial punishments of flogging
and amputation of fingers continued to be
implemented. At least 93 people were
executed, including political prisoners.
Several government opponents were ab-
ducted or killed outside Iran in circum-
stances suggesting that they may have
been victims of extrajudicial executions in-
volving Iranian officials.

President ‘Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsan-
jani was elected to a second four-year term
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of office. His government continued to face
armed opposition from the Irag-based
People’'s Mojahedin Organization of Iran
(pmo1), and organizations such as the Kurd-
istan Democratic Party of Iran (kppi) in
Kurdistan and Baluchi groups in Sistan-
Baluchistan. Government forces raided op-
position targets inside Iraq, and the pmol
claimed responsibility for attacks on vari-
ous installations within Iran.

There were continuing reports of ar-
bitrary arrests, as well as the detention,
torture and execution of suspected govern-
ment opponents. Those arrested included
current and former officers of the armed
forces and security police who were de-
tained in October. Among them were
Colonel Nasrollah Tavakkoli Nayshaboury.
The precise reasons for their arrest were
unclear. Some reports stated that those de-
tained were connected with a critical open
letter addressed to the government and the
Islamic Consultative Assembly earlier in
the year, others suggested that they may
have been involved in a coup attempt.
They were believed to have been released
in November. Other political prisoners
were serving long prison terms following
unfair trials: they included supporters of
the pmor: at least 24 followers of Dr 'Ali
Shari‘ati; members of left-wing organiza-
tions such as the Tudeh Party, Peykar and
Razmandegan; supporters of Kurdish or-
ganizations such as the xpprl and Komala:
and members of other groups representing
ethnic minorities such as Baluchis and
Arabs.

In August Resalat newspaper reported a
senior prison official as stating that a total
of 99,900 prisoners were held during the
Iranian calendar year ending in March
1993. However, no figures were made
public regarding the number of political
prisoners nor the number of prisoners
executed.

Members of the Shi‘a and Sunni clergy
continued to be subject to harassment and
arrest. At least five followers of Ayatollah
Hossein 'Ali Montazeri were reportedly ar-
rested in February, after he had publicly
criticized the authorities. Their fate re-
mained unknown at the end of the year.

Journalists continued to be imprisoned,
among them 'Abbas ‘Abdi, editor-in-chief
of Salam newspaper, who was reportedly
held in prolonged incommunicado deten-
tion following his arrest in July. In Decem-
ber, after a secret trial before an Islamic
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