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Trade Union Report 

The 11orld Situation 

In different parts of the world the l abel "trade union" means 
different things . Ther e are r eally three basic l evels: 

(1) The l evel as blo•11rn in Britain, the United Sta t es and most 
European countries at which trade unions are free t o take industrial action, 
to appoint their own officials, mid are independant of govenlI!lent . 

(2) The l evel a t which trade unions exist, but are heavilt controlled 
by the govern.r=ient. This applies to many cotmtrics throughout the world. In 
Europe , s11cb countries as Spain and Portugal have tr~e unions which are 
''recognised" by the govcrl11'lent, and all other activity then becomes illegal. 
Strikes are illeg~l, and l eading officials are appointed by the governraent 
concerned and not elected by the membership . 

(3) The l evel which exists in most Eastern Europetlll countries v1here 
the workers and government are r egar ded as one . Ther e ar e then onl y official 
trade unions . ~trikes ar e a.gain illegal, but l eaders are el ected. The r esult 
is tha t there can be no trade union activity as the West would blow it . In 
practice this makes cat egories (2 ) and (3) much the stll!le . 

Result 

Because of thes e l ast t ·.ro ca t egories, ther e are thousands of trade 
unionists in prison throughout t he •1orld for trade union activities . On the 
whole, they are s erving s entences f or activities which trade unionists - and 
governoent - in Britain and elsewher e would r egard as normal and part of a 
trade unions function . These activities include strikes, for!!ling unions , 
demonstradion , or oerely meeting trade unionists from outside the country •. 

In Sohth .AI!lerica some trade unionists ar e s erving s entences of 20 
years simply for trying to organise a strike tha t woul d be r egarded as 
legitimate in Brita in . In Indonesia thousands of trade unionists are in 
prison because they ar e associa t ed v.ri th left-wing polities l After the 1965 
coup, all unions wer e consider ed t o be tied t o the "left", and ther ef or e 
regarded as bad s ecurity risks . In Spain trade unionists ar e convicted of 
illegal activities, and only the offici al gove:rnnent-controlled union is 
recognised and allowed t o negotia t e • 

.Amnesty Internationa l is concerned about the situa tion in which 
such trade unionists can be imprisoned, and ha s adopted many of them as 
"prisoners of conscience " . This year Sean MacBride , Cha irr.it:tn of Ar:mesty 
International , called for a special effor t t o gain the r el eas e of these 
thousands of trade unionists : 

"It occured t o me tha t on this 50th Annivers'1.ry of the Internationa l 
L~bour Office , the International Council Meet ing of Amnest y Int9rnational 
might consider giving special attention t o the t housrmds of trade unionists 
who ar e languishing i n prisons for upholding the r ight t o freedom of 
association and the principlr s of I.L. O." 

This report is int ended not as a comprehensive survey of the world 
situation, but to outline the a ttitude of governments throughout t o trade 
unions and the broad ca t egories i nt o which thes e attitudes come . In order t o 
do this, a number of "black spot s " are highlighted: thes e are countries in 
which trade unionists are having a particularly heavy struggl e and in which 
Qany ar e ir.lprisoned for their activities . Since Annesty Interna tional has no 
political axe t o grind , thes e countries cover the spectrum of political power 
and party. Annesty's one concern is tha t attent ion shoul d be drawn t o the 
l ack of the basic freedoms whi ch r esult in such i npr.ismnents , and t o those 
individuals who ar e l angui shing i n prison , oft en forgott en , even by the 
government qhich first put the~ ther e . 

/ 1ore f olloqs • •• •• • 
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There is little doubt that if Britain look~d upon its trade unions 
as sone countries listed her e people like Fr"lnk Counsins, Victor Feather, 
George ~oodcock and many oth~r notable British trade unionists would have spent 
aany years in prison and ni ght still be there today , 

EUROPE 

The relationship bet\Teen trade unions '1...'1d governncnts in Europe 
covers a wide range . So docs the definition of a trad~ union . In Britain , 
France , the Scandinavi an countries, GBrr.iany , Holland and Belgiur.i , the trade 
union pa ttern is of the "free " type . Unions arc not controlled by the 
goverrL~ents, and there is the frcedoT!l to take industrial 1ction . In Spain 
and Portugal , the trade unions ar~ governaent controlled and have no frcedon 
of industrial action . In the U. S.S.R . there are trc.de 1mions, but the ir ethos 
is such th~t they are alaast unrecognisable as tr~de unions in the definition 
given to them in Britain and else"1her0 . The Russian tr~de unions ~e more 
workers ' a ssociation, \'Tit'' no po\7ers of industrial action . In JJany vmys , they 
can only be defined as welfare. agencies vrhich cnr e for the l e isure and social 
conditions of the workers . 

SPAlli 

There are hundreds of trade unionists in Sp~ish prisons for 
activities which 11ould be considered no:rMal in countries ·11here trade 
unionisn is accepted . On the surface , there have been changes in the 
goverru:iental att i tude to tr~de unions over the past year , but on exc:u::iination 
these prove to f'lake very little difference to the situ~tion •7hich has 8Xistcd 
since the Civil ~/ar . The present stat~ of trade unionis~ in Spain can only be 
seen against its strange historical b~ckground . 

Hist orically, the Spanish trade union novcr:ent was al".7ays divided even 
prior to the Civil ·,1ar . Ther e \7ere t\.ro nain organisci.tions : the U.G.T . and the 
C.N. T. The U. G. T. 11as the industrial wing of th~ socialist political ooveDent . 
The C.N. T. was connected in a simil~r ~ay Pith the anarchist novenent. On the 
whole , they 11ere both trade unionists of cl ass struggle and protest . 

After the end of the Civil Jar , the Spanish I .C.F , T.U. affil i ates 
were banned and s ent into exile . Still affili1ted today, they have functioned 
froa France I!laintaining cl andestine neribership :i.nd act ivity 1i1ithin Spain . 

Since 1957 a nm1 indigenous novenen t, the Conisioncs Obreras, sprang 
into activity inside Spain in opposition to the State ' s N~tionalist Syndical 
Moveae:nt . Their aim is purely syndicalist, their oenbership is drawn fror.i a 
wide spectrun of political opinion 811d in this nay political debr t e , 11i th 
possible r esulting fragnentation into differ ent politic1l factions , are held 
at bay in a country where only one political p~rty is peraitted, and where the 
opposition has so often foundered on different ideologies . 

The detained , and there are ruiny, coDe fro; both these Groups of 
aligned ";7orkcrs . They are rictained and charged for infringe.1ents of the Penal 
Code, infringenents which in many other countries ·;10ul<l constitute Trade 
Union rights . These Dens ~ctivities nust be unders t ood n.gainst the legal 
fra.~ework of the Spanish Sindicatos . 

The principles deterMining the theology , structure -md organisation 
of the verticnl syndic~tes - TheSpanish Sindicatos - are SLt forth in 
Chapter 13 of the Fuero del Traba jo of 1938 Hhich uns alnost entirel y based 
on the Labour Charter of N~ tionalist Socialict Geraany. They ar~ based on 
the philosophical concept that as both employers and enpl oyees arc engaged in 
the sane ent erprise of production, then they are both "on the sane side" . 
In practice this Deans th~t both employer end eoployed ".l.re in the sane union , 
that officia ls ar e appointed fror.1 the top do1mv1ards , and that only on the 
shop floor and this only since 1967, are repres~nt~tivcs elected; tha t 
industrial strikes are illegal as ar e Meetings of :orkpeople in any other 
association . 

/noro follows •••••••• 
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Pressure both from rithin th0 country ns well ~s fron intern~tional 
bodies have nFtde tht: Spanish authoritirs pronise a new syndicalist law 
and has l ed to an invit'l.tion t o I . L. O. t o ex~~inc th0 pres~nt systcn . The 
I.L.O. r eport is enphntic in r~co!JT1ending norc liber al Trade Union rights and 
the irmedi~te granting of frccdon to all inprisoned Spanish Trad0 Unionists . 
The new syndicalist l aw has so f ar only been outlined to the Press. It has 
not yet been debated in the Cortes (Spanish Parliar:lent) . Its outlin~ suggests 
little r eal change , f or the basic principle r emains - l~bour and nanagement 
ar c r epresented in th~ same union , strikes r enain illegi.l 3.!ld no other 
associa tion is pernitted . 

It is to be hoped th<' t th(.; nd7 nor e European ninded Spanish Govcrn
oent will be ~ble t o offer the country a nore liberal trade union structure 
and a llm-; the ncVT syndicalist lar1 t o be widel y ancnded during its debat e 
in the Cortes. 

The Internati onal Labour Organis3tion,in a preli.l!linary r eport , on 
the trade union noveoent in Spa in has r econnended reforns , but these have 
obviousl y been i gnored . This r ecor:inended : 

(1) Al- posts of authority in the trade union oovc~cnt , including 
the highest , s hould be fill ed by el ection . 

(2) The autonony and practic 'll equality of tr'tde unions of workers 
and trade unions of eoployers. 

(3) All appointed officials of the tr~de union org::mis., tion should 
receive instructions and be responsible only fro~ ~nd to its el ected officers . 

(4) The trade union or gru1i sation, whilu subject to the l aw of the 
sta t e , should not be subject t o direction or cnntrol by an political 
novenent, and any r cl .,tions '.Jhich it nay have with a politica l oovernent should 
be freely deternined by its nenbership . 

(5) The freedon of express ion and oeeting should be guJ.ranteed t o 
all school s of trad.0 union opinion . 

GREECE 

In.riedi;i t ely a.ft .:;r the coup d ' et~t of April 1967, the nC\: r egine 
dissolved 270 l~bour unions . It al so confiscated the es t at es and archives 
of these unions. on the grounds th1.t th13y "devi 1.ted fron their purpos e". A 
repre ... entative for the Junta -;rho appeared bef or 1.... the Conniss i on of the 
Inquiry of the International Labour Org.::mis'l.tion confiroed th.,.t the r cgine 
had dissolved unions, but said tha t the unions concerned uere not fulfilling 
the ir purpose and ~ere nerely political or ganisations . Ho also a rgued th~t 
the arr ested trade union officials nere "crioinals" i7ho uould soon be 
brought to trial . A year l a t er the same story was put bef or e the sane 
I .L.O. cor.lDission . 

Those unions and assoc i ati ons of unions whi ch renain have been 
undernincd by the r egine reooving key figures and replacing then uith "puppet" 
figures so th.,t the Junta ret~ins control . There are still nany trade 
unionis ts in prison . Strikes 1.re illeg~l, ne~ ~cnbcrs cannot be enlisted 
into unions unless they first declare th2ir layalty to the r cgine , and 
meetings ar e illcgn.1 unless pernission is given by the authorities . 

PORTUGAL 

Trade unions exist, and there i s an uneasy undetstanding between 
governnent ~nd the unions . Strikes ~re illegal . The people in key 
positions and other tr2de unionists, ho~evcr, ~re often l abelled as 
org'U'lising subversive activiti~s , or ~s being ~ thrc· t to the soci a l or der . 
~one trade unionists have b2cn inprisoned , but it is often difficult t o 
estriblish \7hich arc tr'l.de unionists 'U'l.d -.-,hich trc inprisoncd for other 

/ .-·.'re f-..l l orT" - .. "' ...... . politic~l activitie s . 



There ,,re .,bout 90 poli tic.ll prisoners [1 1 together , ...nd S"'!.le of 
these arc undoubt~dly trade unicnists, c 0nvictcd of ca.rrying cut activiti1...s 
.1hich \70ul d be consid .... rcd ., s nor...,~l in Bri tnin and sonc other ccuntric s . 
(Sec :Manuel l1.endes Colhc. in c'.lse historL .. s) . 

u.s.s .R. 

Tr...,de Unions in Russin exist, but in practice arc r:iore <:rnrkcrs 
associ':lti!'·ms \'hich c~.rG for the conditions of r10rkcrs outside , rorking 
hours . They are responsible f or l~isure intcr~ st, social life , childrens ' 
nurseries, cul tural ~ctivities , but are also r equired t o pres ent ''political 
oblig1.tions" . This ::ic'1Ils th Lt they arc the "tr"..nsnission b1.;l t" whi ch talce s 
p"'rty polities t o th ~ :ork-.;rs on the f~ctory floor . They :ire a l -.·mys p1.ssing 
resolutions conderming ~ction - i . e . by Cor.nunist China etc . - ~hich is 
outside the offi cial party line . 

Lenin was ~gainst tr~de unions fron the ve ry beginning, but s~11 then 
as useful a s i n a political " educuti onal" role . Most Soviet politici:ins cnnc 
t o the conclusion th~ t tr"'dc unions could not be other than governncnt 
c ontrolled in a Cor'l'1uni'3t s ocie ty. This l ed, over the ye:~.rs, to any kind of 
po'ller be ing t "'.ken a1 "1.Y fron trade unions nhich i.7ould cn ::iblc. then t o t'1.ke 
industria l ~ction . 

There h 1.vc b , en s o 1c oxXipl es of ·.1h ..., t c2.11 hn.ppcn 7hcn trade 
unionists st~p outside the ""cccpt~d rul~s 'U'l~ d efinitions of tr~dc unions . 
The 'Russian -.-rri t .Jrs , n~nbcrs of th0 .. lri t ..;rs ' Union , ·11ere .inprisoned for 
publishi..'1g the ir tmrks abro::id eg,, inst the union rules . In Kiev a Russinn 
'.7ork"r ·:1ho "".gi t a t cd b· c2usc he th0ught the union \W .. s not l ooking aftc.r his 
intc. r csts \73.S arrested . 

This quote fro:! D. Sovi1... t nor:spap~ r shO\.'S ho~·, li ttlc freedon of 
a ction there is: 

"The Sovi.:?t tr..,..de unions I.I'.:? honour-i.bly c1.rrying out the t..,sks 
pl "'CE:..d upon then by the p.1.rty '1.nd '.:ill continue t o be its reliable support , 
active a ssistc:mts 'U'ld f 1.ithful Gxccutive s of t he policy 0f the pnrty , 
rilit~t orgo.nisers of the nasscs , in the strutglc f or the inplcnent~tion 
of the p:i.rty progranne "".nd the historic decisions of th 23rd C. P . S . U. 
Congress for the grc:i.t c1.usc of buil ding ·up the con'iunist soci - ty in 
our country." 

In general the trri.dc union T1ovcncnt in South Ancrica. arc not 
strong organis :-i.tions . In nos t c ountries there i s !'l. const111t ba ttle be t\1 en 
gCVCrnDOntS :inn trade unionists .. !h O . 1i sh t o found unions oth2r than thos e 
r ecognised <'nd controlled by the authoriti""'s . 

I·EXICO 

The offici 1.l " tr.,_de uni "'ns " 1.re govcrnrl;nt contr olle d . There arc 
const~nt atte,."pts to found n ·-; tr-dc uni ons out s i de govcrnn~nt c or trol, 
but thes e a rc squashed . Ther e ., r e tr..,.de unionists in prison u.s 'l. r esult . 

ARGENTINA 

There is r epress i on of strik-:s and dcnonstr1.tions , with Vi ol ent 
cl~shes bct~ccn the polic~ and the dcnons tr1.tors . There arc u t lc~st one 
hundred tr1.dc w1ion le..,~ rs in prison fo= th _ir activities . The nost 
r;cl l - lmO\m is Rai.. "!undo Ong..,ro . Hr is head ~f the. nost nili tant tr1.de 
union . *He TlS arr ""s t e;d in June for "his o··m prot~ction" a ft er th"' l cn.der 
of 'l. riv~l tr:\de union uas nurd~rcd . He is s till in prison , ~nd ther e h~s been 
no tri1.l , or even ch~rgcs l cvGllcd . / nore f 11 _ 0 O'.lS • ••• • • 

*Since this report h~s gonl; t o prcs , Ro.inundo Ong1.ro h, s been r el eased . 
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BRAZIL 

The r e ar._ tr1.dc unionists in prison in Brazil , ~d so~c have 
b "'Gn ~.dopted by Arincs ty Intcrna tion:i.l . So;it tr.,., c. unionists h ::ivc bi:..cn 
g iven very h cm.vy s ent encc;s indeed . Strikes md "uncffici::tl" trn.dc unions 
a r c ill~g<U . Clodsnit Rinni , a 101.ding tr8.dc unionist, ·~'ls sentenc~d t o 
17 years in prison for orgmising n. strik0 . In thl. n.ppc.:1.l court this ';r:ts 

r educed to 7 years uhich he i s still s erving . The s entenc e \7'lS f or a 
strik1J ':1hich \lou l d sccr:i t ot 1.l l y justified e ls e·.-1hc r c . Another trade unionist , 
Luis Tenorio de Lin1.. received 1. s~ntcncc of 20 years just for organising a 
strikL. . 

Workers ·Ji th gri.:;V :.nc1..s and who dcronstr1.tc ;i.re not tr~'1.tcd ·.1cll . 
Te~chers ~re often not p.,id f or l ong periods . Aft r one delay of seven 
nonths , prir1"'.r y sch'">ol woncn t ._1.chcrs stqged a. silt,;nt "'.nd o r -lerly 
dcrionstr~tion .,gainst this dcl~y . They \Jere broken- up by f orce backed 
u ith t ear gas . 

FAR EAST 

Many of the countri vs are still l a r gely 1.gricultura l l y based 
e cono:'li cally, and this n ~s th1..t ther e i s not 'lS riuch tr'dc union 
a ctivity n.s in oth1..r 1.r c1.s c f the ''orld. Indi,_ , 1hich is -iuch -iore 
industria lised th1.n oth r count r i es in the are1. , h~s ~ tr.,dc union pn.ttcrn 
az 1--: J i·:ould expect t o find it in th._ -rest . There a.re , ho 'ev -..r , bl ".ck 
spots . 

I NDON'SSIA 

Th0usands of tr~c unionists arc i nprisoncd a t the no~ent . This 
is a s the r esul t of the 1965 coup . The unions "Tare sn.id t o b e l eft - vling 
c ntrollod, n.nd the n r...-.1 reginc i n 1cdia t ely squ'lshcd a.11 1..ctivi ty . Sone 
tr"l.de union i sts · ·er.0 killed in the c;,rly dn.ys of t he regine. Others 
n ho -;-•er e 'l.cti ve l y cn~gcd in tr '"-'.de union ·.10rk arc still in prison . Horrcvcr, 
thc r._ .'.ll'C r eports th t "nodr r ., t c " tr::uic unionists arc just b 1.:.. c o:-:iing a ctive 
again. 

PAKISTAN 

Tr'l.dc u..~ionists "I.re h~ving difficulty rith th • nilitary rcgL~e . 
Son e arc Lripr i s oned . Strike s arc, 1.gain , illcgnl. 

NEPAL 

It i s la1o•7I1 tha t dozens of tr:.de union officia ls 1..rc inprisoned . 

AFRICA 

At any one tine. there are -i nunbcr ('If tr<'d0 unionists d et ained in 
n m.irb ... r of d i f f--rc:nt countri <:: s . This is bec'lusc rtany ne1 .r , independent 
st'1tCS have not r;ork.:d out n, r0l (., for i ndependent tr'"\.dc uni cns . Sonc ' in 
f <tct, try t o control tr1..de unions in such ~ ray th., t independent trade unions 
c cl.Ge t o be a r eality. As 1. result th(:lv arc conflicts . 

Sone bade unions "I.re idcmtifi :..d ·.1ith one politic~l p:-i.rty , ~nd 
this qc".ns th~t changes in govcrnnent bc'l.r directly on the tr~de union 
s itu.,.tion . Tr'l.d c unionists 'lr in prison equally in l eft :md right wing 
countries . 

A particul r probl cn of ::'Ost A.fric'"'n countries is th~ t tr--dc unir.ns 
r epresent on l y bout 37' of th._ population , since only ~bout 5~ ar c ·7crkers 
in the noI"lal s ~nse o f t he nord . For t his r e:.son, trtdc unioni ts trc oft en 
rcg~dcd :i.B a prGssure eroup . 

/ norE follons ••••• 
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TANZANIA 

T'.lrlzani"' is an cxnnplc o~ this problcn . After indcpend:ncc, the 
unions , \lhich had b\:•on cl •S(;; ly linked ·1ith th politic-1 pn.rty which "lchir>v cd 
indepcnd:mcc, r r onptl:, '1.skcd f r r high ~r wnr;es nd highL.r "Afric1.I1is:.tion" of 
industry. The goverl1P.1cnt c onsider ... d this t o be in conflict ,1ith the needs 
of thG uider population . 

Trade unionofficinls rrcre 1.rrcstcd '1.nn kept in detention until the 
tr:'ldc unions h 'ld bGen r oorgnniscd t o bc ccr·,c al."!o t ".l. p'"!.rt of th offici a l 
'1.dninistr?tion. No.1, hm•ever, tho l a b :mr nov cT".lent is a.g~in striving t o 
beconc '1l1 independent orgMisation . ThG nost proninL.nt tr-.dG unionist in 
th: country was detained in October 1969 on the grounds of "plotting agri..nst 
th1... govemncmt" .. 

UGANDA 

In Uganda the govc rnnent tried t o t'lke over the trade union 
novenent in nuch the sane \7ay 1.s in T~nz'll1ia t but f~iled . The trade union 
novonent is thus still indupendGnt . 

GHi\NA 

In Ghana :i.ftcr th1... f a ll of Nkru.-:ia.h a 13:.1 Has pass 1..:d naking it illeg'll 
t o strike . The punishnent was thu de'1.th penalty. In f act , this \7as nGver used . 

KENYA . 

The trnde union novcncnt u1.s inclined t o support the oppositi on party . 
Sev1..;r1.l tr1.de unionists have b·:Ln detained , but '1.ll but one ha ve been r e l eased . 
Hm10vcr , a tr'1.de unionist r e l e'1.sGd 0"' r l i cr this yu' r h'1.s been r edctained . 

GABON 

The t 1·0 l eading trci.de unionists in the country 11cr e "franed" . 
Ho·.-:evcr, finally no evi dence could b e found t o support the ch"'.rg~ s . One 
:.an ~~s r el ensed , the oth r is still being d ct 1.incd . Her e there is a conflict 
bet1e;en unions and the govern~cnt policy. 

SOUTH AFRI CA 

Onl y 13 per ce;nt of nl l South Africa ' s ;orkers 1.re org2.nised in 
tr"'rlG unions; of this 13 pe» cent only 0 . 3 percent '1.r c Africrtns; and Afric1.n 
uorkcrs '1.re d enied full tr1.dc union rights or the right to strike . 

Yet Africai$constitute over 60 p r c vnt ~f the 11.bour force in 
the nain s ectors of enpl oY".Jcnt . In the ~ining industry, 90 p~r c ent of the 
.:orkcrs arc Afric"'ns: in the 19 ;"'\.in industria l gJ oups it is in only one , 
the Printing trade , in •;hich \1hi t \;..; ~rnrkcrs consti tutc a Jajori ty - just 
over half . 

Befor e thG N'1.tiona list P'1.rty cmG t o po:.rer in 1948 , its dccl ·1r cd 
a i n ·.11.s t o t:ike control of thL. trn.de union .::iovencnt ·1hich it 1.ccuscd of being 
" !"1 licn " t o Afr ikancrdon , intcrn""' ti n nl md lil1crnl in outlook, n thrc"'tt to 
a p<:'.rtheid in th1.t nany unions h:iri nenbers of ..., 11 r'1.Cl;S . I nGdill t cly aft r'r 
1948 it t ook nc::isur -s t o doGtroy r ili t.....nt tr".rle unionis:-t, ;mcl enforce 
r"'ci 11 separa tion vii thin the individu'll unicns . 

The Suppress i on of Connunisl"J Act of 1950 1...:-tpo· 1 r ed the :rfinist ... r 
t o order the renov:i.l fro:i his post of m y trr.dc union offici 1.1 ;;hon he (the 
Minist r) c1 eened t o be ,.,_ co'.'"l'Junist . By 1956, 75 l t..!1.ding tr1.dc unionists 
had b 1..;en ordered t c r - sign . ThL- included nost of those in unions TJith :iixcd 
n1Jnbcrships - i . c . i 1cobers of '1.ll r""..ccs . 

/ noro f ollm1s •••••• 
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The Industrial Concili~tivn Act of 1956 prohibited a uni0n fr~a 
obtaininc registr~tion unlbSS it scp1.rated its "lenbership on r1.cial division~ . 
Only rcgister~d unions have th ~ right t c cc11 ~ ctive b-u-gaining through 
Industrial Council s ""nd Concili~tion B'1.rds . To furth~r ~1eN<en the industrial 
pmn.r of Africa~ , Coloured ·md Asi m ~·.rorkcrs , ::i RyStt "1 of j b reserv:.tion 
W'l.S introduced . The Minister nety dcc:1l r c thet t 'l.ny job , or :my industry be 
rcscrv<?d for ~·orkers of 1. particul 1.r r<icc . In pr1.cticc this ncans r eservine 
the higher pai d , norc skilled cnployaent for iVhit0s 1.nd f orcing Africeuls t o 
accept unskilled, occsionally scni- skillod , loIT paid cnploynent . 

iio African tr1.de union nay be gr"..nt ~ d rogi~tr'1ti0n, 'Uld pressure 
is put on enpl oyers not t o r ecognise then . The ri.gc:J of African · •ork(.rs 
arc l aid doun by the Govern."l<...nt itself, or by Whi t o ;·•or '· rs :md enploydrs on 
Industri ""l Council s on r•hich Afric"ns have no r cpr cs cnt1.tion , Strikes of 
any kind by any African .rorkcrs 1I'e prohibi t cd , 11i th h nvy penal tL .. s (up t o 5 
years inprisormont ) f or any ·.1ho do so .. 

In 1967 the South Afric1.n Confcdcr~tion of Labour '.hich has nev.Jr 
accept ed affilint ion froo unions other than 1.ll White ones claincd to 
rcpr~sont 190 , 000 ncnbers : the Tr?de Union Council of Trade Unions , TUCSA, 
represented 166 , 881, and in 1969 it r esolved t o exclude African unions froo 
affili~tion . I t has nc r i ght to claL~ tha t it roprcs~nts the Porkers of 
South Africa . 

Onl y the South Mric'l.n Con,_;r ess of Tr1.de Unions, (SACTU) has 
consistently opened its "lenbershin t o 7orkcrs of ' 11 r""ccs, and consistently 
fought for the inter ests of Afric:.n , Coloured and Asi '1n ···orkers . Since its 
inception in 19~5 , it .hns consistGntly b2cn persecuted by the Security 
Police : its o~evings interrupted , its 8Gobers dct1.incd under the 90 day 
and 180 day l aITs , i ts l eaders banned . No sooner do~s etn offi ci1.l becone 
elected than he , or she , is s erved •:i th a banning ord( r 1.nd has to resign . 
27 offici al s h8.ve been bann ed , 1.nd nos t of the 150 trade union officials 
banned up to 1966 were nenbers of SACTU. Banning is by adninistrative 
action : there is no appeal . 

SACTU 'lliened its lf ·:ith the Congress !ovcncnt , the itfrican 
N1.tiona l Congress and its sistGr org:nis,, tirms, nc·7 proscribed . Very oa.ny 
of those nc·;, serving prison G...:nt /:"lnces ·. ·ere active. in bcth the ir pol itic.'.1.l 
1.nd tr:i.dc union org~ications . Many of those. r.i.doptc.d by A.r:n~sty groups '7C:;rc 
trnde union ~8obers . 

CASE HISTORD'S 

PORTUGAL 

Manuel MGndcs Colhe , 33-y _ar-old .mrlrnr ,,rr ... stcd in Octo bcr 1965 . 
His tri1.l t ook pl~ce on 24th Febru~.ry, 1966 in th-- Pl~n~rio Cririnal da Boa 
Hora . The ch;:i..rge 1n.s l""'c.....,be:rship of con 1unist p~rty 1.nd "subversive 
activit i es " specified ~s t'.lking p1.rt in sccr "' t 11cetings ; distributing 
pa'lphlets inviting t o strike '1r.long o~rble qcrkcrs , g1.thcring funds for 
th~ strike . He IT,,s sentenced t o 3 years ~nd s ecurity o 1.SurGs . 

At the trial the public prosecutor cl~L, d th,t th~ nine accused 
t ook po.rt in secret n ... ctin s, p1.id noncy into 1. co ·ion strike fund, r eceived 
"'nd distributed pa.."1phl cts '111"ng D"'.rblc ~70rkcrs \7hich •;1cre subversive nnd 
invitGd to strikes . They -Uso bel on ed t o the Portuguese Cor:inunist Party, 
which is illega l . It wns said in the tri1.l th<'.t Mc.nd0s Colhe j oined the 
con runist party in 1958 , :md th,,.t h :J lived in hiding since 1959. As an 
official of the p1.rt he direct ... d th\,; st~necutters ' strike of 19th May, 
1965 , and ~lso distribut~d n n Ly 1I1cng the ·1orkers t~ cn~blc the~ t o 
c0ntinue the strike ~s l ong 1.s possible . Th strike l~st~d fer 12 days . He 
o.lso -,rrot c and distributed panphlc ts c0nsidcrcd subvcrsivL a.~ong the public 
ond the ·7ork.:! rS in the snall tom of Per o Pinheiro , here the Lisbon br-mch 
of th1.: Sindic,, to 11'"' ci -nal dos Opero.rios d"l.. Industri,, do M.1.r -:or --s e C:mt'll'in.s 
(Tr1.ne Union of 'Jorkcrs in th rr,,rbl _ Inriustry ;i.nd th0 Qu~.rrics) h..,s its 
siege . / c re f oll m:s ••••• 
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According to infomntion fror. the prisoner ' s bro th •r, he was 
sentenced to 3 years' inprisonr.icnt 'lnd "security a a.surer" . "Security 
n eesurc..s" .... re n l c g...,l provision r1hich ·.:as i npo cd 20 y< rs 1go by Decree 
Lm; 37 447 :>.nd <1.rc 'lppli d t the n:1jori ty 0f the p1·ison .rs. As they enabl e 
th0 sentence to be prolong· d by d ecision of the.. politic1l police , P]J)E, for 
6 r10nths to 3 years for '1n unlirii t c.d nunber of tinl s , th1..' l c..ngth !"If 
i opris0:nn1....nt hn.s no upper lini t. Hos t priscncrs, ho1.1ev0r, sc rve only one 
period of Sccuri ty Me...,survs . The Sccuri ty l\fo -isurcs h:1v been strongly 
criticised b· Portuguese l'""\lycrs an1 vVCn in Portuguese governnent circl~ s . 

KENYA 

P~trick Pet r Coko rms arrested on August 4th, 1966, under the 
Prcscrv ~tion of Public Security .\et and has been d e tain d ·.ii th0ut triql 
ev r since. This la';? gives thC' Pr'-'siJcnt pc~rcrs t dt.. t'1in ;:i thout trial , 
restrict noveocnt , inposc c0nsorship, prohibit n~ctings , ban s ocieties , c.. tc. 
It \1'1.S p~ssed in Junf. 1966 -ind \/1.S f ollc'.7Gd by the arr est of nunbers of 
Keny~ Peopl e s Party (KPU) supporters, anong then nest 0f the Kenyan trnde 
union l r 'tders . Of those <1.rrcstcd in 1966 only -U.10 n m1 r '3nain in 
detention ...,nn Ooko is th~ only tr'1de unionist . 

A s ingle nD.n in his l '1. t o t ·.-rentics Ookc •r·s , b1..fvrc his arr est, 
secret~.ry-~cncral cf th E~st ~frican co -~on ScrvicLs African Union (the 
civil scrv:.nts union in Tanz~i '1. 1 Ug--nd:t and K~nya) md -:ms c onsidered 
0111.... 0f the ~bl0st tr~dc uninnists in KGnya . He ~1'1s ..., support r of 
Oging~ Odinga, the Opposition l e wd_r , and org~isinc secrct~ry of the 
N'1irobi br'1nch of the KPU . 

The Centr~l 0rg'"l.l1is '1ti~ n of TrC1de Uni0ns in Keny~ (COTU),forncd to 
co-ordin~te the i1.ctiviti s of ~11 tr~de uni~ns, ·11.s continu'llly t orn by 
dis"'grcc'"cnt bet':1cen the 1:1/Gstcrn- oricntcd i1.nd l tft-wing groups. In th _ autunn 
of 1965 those tr1.de union l eaders ~ho supported the KPU broke a11ay t r fora 
'1. n C';/ body, the Kc ya Workers Congress . This, thG gov rnn ... nt a lleg ed, vms 
~ f ncus f or politic'1.l r~th'-'r than tr:.dc union ,..,ctivity 'Uld o.ccused it of 
receiving !Janey frori Odinga f r politic." 1 ends • A nunb ... r f s trikcs, s~id 
by the goverru:ent t o be politic1.lly 1otiva t cd, t k pl .ce . The arrest of 
tr~ne union l e'1..d ers inv~lv~d in tl ~sc strik~s a ppec.rs t o h~vc been t:!l1 a ttcnpt 
t o brc'1k the KPU donin'1tion of cert...,in uni~ns . 

Ooko do cs not sec~ t c h"'VC bGen inv lved in ~ny nntfu- g ov crnncnt 
c "nspiracy, ncr t o h ·we h'l.d f'ny -is soci "'.. tion •i th viol ence . He ':1.s the only 
one , of the.. tro.dc uni"n L .1.dcrs 'lrrcstcd t o 1.ttoript t o cha.11 1..;ngc the l '"'gali ty 
o f his detention by bringing '1.n 1.ction agninst the Kenyan goverm:icnt in the 
first half of 1967 . He appcar Gd in 1. lo·-:er C"" ur, his plea "''1.S discissed and 
no appeal t r· a higher '1uth0ri ty ~ llo;'rnd . The gcvcrnncnt 'llleged th" t Ooko 
h '""..d r eceived non cy fron f or e ign s0urc'-'s '1nd used this f or politica l purposes 
in the tr::tt:le union nov ercri t . No specific evidence ·.1'1s produced t o substm
ti 1.t~ either of these t F0 ch'"l.rgcs and in any C"'.SC there is no l~v1 in Kenya 
prohibiting noney fr0ri ovcrsc1.s , 1 ithcr f~r p~rsonal or cr g:nis ..., tional 
purposes , be ing rec1....ived . (The offici1.l Kc ya trJ.dc union :i0vencnt md 
nany of its l ead ers have oft~n rcc1....ived noncy fr0n 1.bro1.d ~hich u1.s used f or 
the noveoent ) . 

SPAIN 

M-'1.rcelino c..,n~chr Aba d is 52, n1.rricd , 
t ccn.-::.ge children . Ho is 1. l e"der of the indigcn 
novencnt, Co'lisi nes Obrer'""S, '.!hich h e helped t r 
~rorked in the Enpres 'l Motor Ibc ric"' in Wadrid and 
uously since lst Ma rch, 1967, fir s t serving '1. on n 
he ld ..-ii thout tria l ·1hill< <:?. h .. '1ring for "contcnpt 

-md the f nthc r of t wo 
us illeei1.l tr~de union 
f 0und in 1964 . Sr . C~ ~cho 
h~s b~en i~prisoned contin
yc~r sentence , then be ing 
f court" is r utst'1Ilding. 

/nor c f ollo.Ts ••••••• 
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On Janu"ry 27th , 1967, the ·,10rkcrs of s ev ern.l f nct oriGs in Mn.drid 
s t --ged a public , p(;ac€ful prot es t ~..., inc:: t l or, n ininu;i '.ng~s --nd spirn.l ling 
pric1:.. s . They h"'d pl .,nn~d t o walk quietly - h 'na fron uork or us -.- their mm 
tr:msp"rt rt.thcr th"'n th f :.ctory- run busus . This f or r1 of pre t est 'rl<lS chos en 
n e t only be cause it ·7~s ,i. pe-ic : ful f or- of prcd ;1 st but be cause it w;c1 s thought 
th.,t it could not bv interpre t ed a s constitutine the brJ"ch ' f the l~w 
t er'led "il l eg-il dcrions tr'.'1.tion " wd bocnusc it h:\d be an used prcvi( usly 
1ith~ut incident . 

Hr-· rev er , "n 27th J nnu :.ry, th pc licG cln rgcd the \/Orkcrs, d ..... spi tc 
the f a ct th t everything was d eve l oping p.,cifict.l ly . 

Alth ... ugh M1.rce lino C"'tI'.n.cho s t ,y..:d ..... t h nnc through ut th0 s c events he 
\7<'.lS de t a ined th(? f ollo ring day ;·:hen he .ent t o rmke inquiriGS about de t rtin1.:..d 
\7orkers in order t o g th1.;. r inforn tion f ""r ...._ p c titicn offici t.lly "Uthorised 
1.nd co:""l.'""'iss i0ned by th1..; Jur ,.do y Enl,,s ed (-in ,,ffic~l body in Sp~nish u..~i ( n 
s tructurcs) . Though ··:c ll- lmmm t th P<' lice , c--r cha '. ' '1.S a rrcst2d f ' r 
idcntific~ticn, apparently no nention being oa dc ~t th1 tine of his 'l.rrest 
of the events of the prrvious d '1y . 

Provision -=tlly r cl c1.s ed' c ..... -.....,ch0 '.7".S fined 50' OOO peset'l.S f or his 
s upposed p'l.rt in the J111u"ry 27 events . In Febru. ry h e l"' S ~rdcrcd t o st~nd 
tri :.1 ch:.rgod '"'i th "illcg:.l i.c·ir n s tr:.tir n" .,nd :i.ccus d of figuring "' 8 the 
he 'ld of :. gr'1up of . ·orkers on J mu "lr y 27 . On J1'i~eh 1 St he r n s co';.r.i ttcd t 
C" r '"' b""mchel Prison . On 2nd April 1968, C""'T1~ch0 ·.i!'l..S tri~d in th~ Public Crdcr 
Tribun"'.l in Mc"'.dri d - nd, in cne of the -.0 s t dr;i.natic s essions in the history 
r... f th .... t ccurt, h2 ~T' s c.xpcllc d frc - his ,._. n tria l . Durinb' th tri '1 1 he 
cxplod ud into 1. vocif1:.. r 0us plt". t b~ tried f or son~thing he h 'l.d coruJitt -.-d, 
whe reupon he u s expelled frcr. c urt . '?fuilc be ing l ed off he shouted: 
"D0\m r.rith Spee nl Courts, this is " Di ct'l.t orship th" t is sinking - l ong live 
liberty" . The public crt. r.ed into th._. cnurt t on spont;nenus l y j oined in 
sh "'uts of "libcrtad". The: judge 0rdcr cd the c0urt t o b e. clc:.r cd , except 
of the press, ".nd d -)cl --.red .., rcc Gns . At the r csunpti0n of the tri .,1, .1i th 
both public :ind press b 1.rred , C.'l.ff'' Ch '.73.S s enten ced t o rne ye1.r ' s inpris0nncnt 
f or his 'lllcged p- rt in the cv~nts ,f 27th J[UIU"' ry . It 1..., s n t taken int 
c 0nsi der 1.t i on th~t he h i'\d a lrc. ?.dy S1.;rvcd 14 nrmths m:;i.i ting trial. 

Ca.ri:i.chc 1'1.s l " t i.. r ch:.rg_d ith c~nt~1pt of c i:mrt, f or \"ihich ".. further 
t cr . of five y 1.rs ' i ::iprisonrient T'!S denr'..nded . His l ~·. ·yer chn.llengcd the 
c rnpetencc of th _ C"'lurt t o try C .r".cr On the gr ounds th"t his "'.Ceusers c0uld 
nC' t be hi"' judges . C"J1A.cho is still a·:.r".i ting tria l, f 'l.cing 'l. possibe five 
yc~rs' extension 0f his r 1priS Jnnent . 

MEXICO 

De~ctrio Y~llc jo M~ rtinez 1~s the Gen er a l Secret 'l.ry of the Uni n of 
Rn.ilT 1.Y '.7orlrnrs of ~fcxico . He '7'1S ""'..rrestcd in ~hrch 1959 f 0r h "ving org"'niscd 
1. strike in protest ".g~inst the Msxic ""m pr"'.ctice c.f f orcing l abour uni n s t o 
be "1ere br"nches of the Hcvoluti n " r y Institutir n "..l P.'l.rty (P . "'1 .I. ) The 
strik~ , ,,, s pro-io t e:d by t he N1.ti n :-i.l Uni "n of R..., ili-;ay '.Torkcr s 1nd ;,greed upon 
by the workers ' 'l.s senblics . 

In vi0l ,,ti ~ n of th-.- M1..:xic2.n Constitution ·.1hich s t 1.t c s th ,, t ev t ry nc 
nu~t be tried u i thin :. ye ·I f his ".rrcst, Dc! e trir V'l.llt. j .... v7'"'.s n"' t tried 
until M..,..rch 1962 . He \7"S then sentenct.. d t r 16 yu:-..r s inprison:-cmt . 

As his ideas h:i.ve n0t ch:.nged he h;-..s b i..on deni ed p2.rolc . At the 
tine of the D::tss dcri· •nstri.ti n s l :::i.st' ye;ir in Mexic ' City, he 1 rnnt on 'l. 
hung'-'r strike t o prot est "'g~inst the deniql of p "' r ol c . He ended it ,,hen he 
P~s pro~isvd th,,t h e w uld sr n be r cl cns2d if he nt jpped th. strike . Then 
h e \mitcd , but his frcedon ncv .... r c~~e . 

During his 10 y(;;:.rs in prii::on Dc-1ctrio V'1llc j h ::is been on s ev cr 1.l l onR 
hunger strikes ·.7h ich h"'v scriC'usly n.ff ectcd his he"' l th . Al though h .... o adc it 
pl~ in e:.rly t is yc' r th t he w· s ~ n :. hunger strike prot es ting n beha lf 
o f 'l just c""'use and th1.t h \.,; h inst;lf is thl1 nG ·.1h nu~t decid"- crh1.. thcr t r 
live or die , he mts be ing ti d do·.m in ')r der t o f orcc- f ccd hin . The 
d .;ct0rs :.ttending hin s ,...y th...,t h e n1.y die '"'.t LnY ~1 rn nt b ecau se of the 
seri usness of his condi ti n . / 1 J r c f ri llm1s • •••• 
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GABON 

M, Augusto W"'lkcr - Anguil c. t 1rts the S .... cret'1.ry G\..nora.l of the 
Confcder~ cion Afrio"'in du Tr"'v~illeurs Cr~y['.Ilts G'1.b na ie , the. principle 
Chrirti'l.n tri.de union in G:tbon . A pr o inent tr""'.d\..S w1i ""'nist , he had 1 lso 
f r r sever'\l yc'1.rs been th0 nffi ci 1.l doleg'1.tc fron Ga b "'n t n the Intcm'1.tional 
L"'..bour Cc'nfcr enco , 

He was :irr\,;;s t-..d "'n Scpt cnbcr 20 , 1967 , In Fcbru"'ry 1968 he \7as 
charged with distributing P~·"Phlcts critic'll of the. g vLrnnent '"'nd on 
Deconber 8, 1968 he W"'S tri t:d b ef or e ., speoir-tl tribun.,.l - norc- than a 
year '1.ft8r his ini t i !l.l '1.rr st '1.nd sentenced t " life ir1prisonnont . A 
nunbcr of oth-..r Gr-tbonese tr1.rle uni n l cc..dere .1ere 'l.I'r ~ eted ,... t the s 1.!JC 

tine , inc1 uding th -: principal tr~du uninn l c".dcr in the coun'-ry · 
itr. Ess~nc N1Dong, the Gencr~l Sccret"'XY of the G'1.bonese Tr--tdc Uni on 
Feder a tion , 

Pr0tcsts ~ere nade t n the G"'bonesc Govcrnnc.nt by both the 
Intcrn....,tir-nc:l Confcdor'l.tion of Frve Tr1.de Uni ns n.nd the Fcdcraci0n l 1ondi:l.l o 
du TrR.vai l , 1-nd 'l. f orn'1.l C1 "'1pl1.int subnittcd t o th ..... Intcrn,., tinnal Lq,bour 
Office in Geneva . On Deco 1bcr 30 , 1968, "'n the occ:i.si r n of Pre sident 
Albert Bongo ' s J.3rd birthd1.y 1 his sentence 1.T1.n co':riutcd t o 10 yc'lrs 11ith 
h '1.rd labrur . In August , 1969, Essone N' Dcng,wh. vns sentenced 'it th 8 1..""le 
tir:c , H~s rel e'1.scd, but W:tl.k r-Anguil~ t still ren~ins in prison , 

'Ihc t rade uni()nists h'l.d been ch'l.I'g~d ui th "end:ngering the internal 
s c.curi ty f the St..,_tc:; :nd f prop~'U1d."' to inci to public disturb-moos". 
It ins 1.id th '"' t Essnnc; H' Dnng md \1ritten .:ma repr0duced subvers i ve an nynous 
l c'"'fl ets callin~ upon the people t~ '1.ris c ag~inst PrLsident Brngo , :nd th"'t 
W~lkcr-~'\nguilct h'"'~ printed 1.nn distributed these l c'"'fl e ts . Both denied 
the cha rges '1.21.d there secns littl e d ubt th'"'t th_ panphlcts .1crc n~t in f act 
written by M. N' Dong nor distributed by the tr"'..dQS uninn le~ders . The 
p ruiphl e ts, in f 1.ct, ncrc n t nf.., p'l.rticul"'..rly infla.tn'l.t 0ry nr-tturo , ,.,_lth0ugh 
they sharpl y criticised the Gabonose Govcrnnent •s undenocr"' tic oanner in 
h'1.ndling the a ff "..irs 'lf the c-Juntry . Esocnc N' Dong ' s brJ thcr f?.ve evidence 
during the tri 1.1 th ·t he \71.S the 1.uthor of the p .....nphlets concerned . 

The '"'..rrost of th! G'1.bonE:se tr'ldcs uni "'ni s ts '1.ppe'"'rs t h ;.ve ".risen 
our f the c nflict be't-JCon the Govcrnnent :nd the tr.,.d~s uni n 'l"venent, 
~ si turttion no t infrequent in on c - p"'rty , nc:7ly f" mod st"l.tGs ·.1hcre the 
gc-vernnent ".t t enpts t o er ntrol tr"'.dcs unicn ""cti n nnd t (\ subordin"l.tc trades 
union policie s to pnrty polities . In Ga.brin , friction bc t ·men the govcrnaent 
'

1.nd the independent trtdcs unions h"td pol 'l.I'ised after the strike which 
took pl~ce toV'l~rds the end of 1967. 

In his e.u-ly 4o•s M. Auguste Walkcr-1'\nguil0t is nn.rricd 9 V'lith 
children. 




