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MEMORANDUM 

FROM AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL TO THE LAW ASSOCIATION 
FOR ASIA AND THE WESTERN PACIFIC (LAWASIA) 

MAY 1973 

Listed high among the aims of Lawasia i s that its membership of 45 

associ a t ions in 21 countries, consisting of 1800 individual members, 

have banded together "to promoteo o o the pro t ection of human rights and 
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the maintenance of the rul e of law within the r egiono" Amnesty Interna-

tional as a non- political, non- gove rnmental organisation in consu l tative 

status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council and the 

corresponding organs of the major r egional inter - governmental organisa-

tions, share s this aim on a worldwide scaleo Accordingly, 6n the 

occasion of this Lawasia meeting in Jakarta , we f eel obl iged to bring to 

your attention a r eport dealing with a situation that amounts to a 

consistent pattern of gross viol a tions of human rightso 

The r eport documents tha t some 55, 000 political prisone r s are at pre sent 

in de tention in Indonesia: The s e consist of peopl e whose support for 

the Communis t Party of Indonesia (PKI) prior to the 1965 coup a ttempt 

made them in the eyes of the Indonesian Gove rnment ipso facto r esponsibl e 

f or that coup and other s who ar e suspected of no t confo rming to the 

officially approved s t a t e i deol ogy (pantja sila )o A f ew thousand of 

these are said to be awaiting trialo Ye t since 1965, onl y a f ew hundred 

have been triedo Mo s t of the r est, on the Indonesian Gove rnment's own 

admission, will no t be t ried because the r e i s no evidence agains t themo 

The conditions most of t hem have to endure are deplo r abl e . 

This pattern of behavior, it i s submitted, cons titutes the fo llowing 

infractions of human rights and fundame ntal freedoms~ 

a ) discrimination on the grounds of political opinion (Artic l e 2 

of the unive r sal Declara t ion of Human Rights ; Artic l es 2 (1) and 26 

o f the In ternational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights ); 
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b) Denial of the right to liberty and security of the person 

(Article 3 of the Declaration; Article 9(1) of the Covenant); 

c) Cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment (Article 5 of the 

Declaration, Article 7 of the Covenant); 

d) Denial of an eff ective r emedy by the compe t ent national 

tribunal s (Article 8 of the Declaration; Artic l e 2 (3) of the 

Covenant); 

c) Arbitrary arrest, detention and exil e (Article 9 of the 

Declaration; Article 9(1) of the Covenant); 

f) Denial of fair and public hearing by an independent and impar

tial tribunal (Article 10 of the Declaration; Article 14( 1) of 

the Covenant) ; 

g) Denial of the presumption of innocence (Article 11(1) of 

the Decl aration; Article 14(2) of the Covenant); 

h) Retroactive guilt (Article 11(2) of the Declaration; Article 

lS(l) of the Covenant); 

i) Denial of freedom of movement within and from the borders of 

the State (Article 13 of the Declaration; Articl e 12 of the 

Covenant); 

j) Denial of freedom of opinions and expression (Article 19 of the 

Declaration; Article 18 of the Covenant); 

The above catalogue, which is by no means an exhaustive list of the 

violations, makes a mockery of the very concept of human rights and of 

the two landmark charters of human rights citedo We understand that the 



Indonesian Government i s anxious t o prove t o your Confer ence t hat 

Indonesia adheres strictly to t he rule of law• o Amnesty International 

be lieves that the enclosed r eport d· imonstrates that nothing could be 

further from the truth and hopes that the Confer ence will do all in its 

power to persuade the I ndonesi an Government to make the r eality conform 

to the claimo 

• See annexed pres s r eport - Berita Buana , 2 November 1972 

Amnesty International 
London 
20 May 1973 
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