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We have received reports from many different s ources that in April a large 
number o.:( prisoners \·1ere transferred from prisons in Jakarta and other parts 
of Java to destinatior:ip unknown but believed to include Nusakembangan and 
possibly Buru. 

The news received so far is as follows: 

Jakarfa 

lKJO prisoners have be-en r::Joved from Salemba Prison; according to one source, 
the destination is Nusakembanga11 but this is believed to be only for transit to 
other places; 

the wife of one adopted prisoner in SalerJba has infomnecl us that her husband 
was transferred to Cilacap (this could be Nusake::nbangan which is just off the 
coast fror11 C.i.lacap in the south of Central Java) and from there he will be 
transferred to a workcamp in Central Java and used to work on an agricultural 
project; 

according to another source of information, all Jal{ayta prisons will.soon 
be 'empty of political prisoners 1 o Hoves already made will soon be followed up 
by more transferso A feeling of great uncertainty has Gpread among the faLlilies 
of those prisoners not yet moved; they visit the prisons more frequently with 
food to keep the prisoner well supplied in preparation for transfer and to check 
on whether he is still there; 

• 
Central Java 

One source of information in Central Java also reports preparations for large­
scale transfers and adds that they will be sent to Nusakembangan where they 
will be used on the construction of a cement plant (Japanese-financed) in 
Cilacap. 

East Java 

A large number of pri::;oners arc being tr:msfcrred from pl~ces of detention in 
East Jn.vao Prior to the trnnsfcr, the prisoners are being assembled and re­
divided according to a re-classification undcrtakeYl earlier this year. They 
are,. according to this source, being trd1isferrcd to tliree plo.ces : Buru , 
tlusaker11bangnn ond to the Kalisosok Prison ii~ Surabayac 
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General ........... . ,. 

All r cportG confir m that the prisoners ' fumilie .s are not given prior 
notificntion of the pri~oner ' s tranGfcr~ nor arc they told i mmediately after­
wcrds ,.,her e the prisoner hus been· moved . The wife referred to above has been 
told that she will be i!1forc:ied of her husband ' s \·:her enbouts on about 15th IIay 
and has b e? en assm~cd th.::i. t ·she will soon be a llo\·JCd to se;.1d provisions a nd 
r cc e i vc lctterc ; . . 

None of the sources of information maclc any com:-flent on the cateGory of 
prisoners being trans f erred. He believe they arc prisonero ( inc;t:.iding m:my 
re- cl a.ssified fror4 C or A), en':~ that A prisoners, .:;.ww.i ting tria l , '·Jil l not be 
transferred to campso 

Analysi~ 

, . 

I n October , 1S72, a spokesman of Kopkarntib stated publicly tha t , ·in addition 
to the 10_;000 prisoners already transferred to Buru, r e - se tt"lement s ites vtere 
being sought for 29 , 000 B category prisoners~ Places mentioned as possible 
sites were the i s l ands of fliar, ;;nd Siberut . 

Following t hi s announcement, nothing nore was heard of these intenti ons. In 
mi-1 1973, there were widespread reports in Jakarta that " a ll B category 
prisoners " were going to be released in two batches, one by 17th Augus t .and the 

. second by the ·end of the year. These report> ucrc so wide ly believed among 
prisoners ' f ruililies ( and thc:>reforc als o among prisoners) that many families 
were coming to .Tal.carta to await the releases. \.'hen the releases f ail ed to 
ma"teriali.::;e , 01c impression wqs that someFhere in _!Sopk~_mti~ a decision t aken 
ha d been challenged .and counter-m~nden. 

In Jul y 1973 , Gener a l Sumitro, Kop~camtib Commander , in an interview with, 
Dr. Verkuyl of the Netherlands displ.qyed ft mor e conciliatory attitude towards 
the prisoners. Sumi +.ro ~ s visit t'1 "8u;~u i 11 o~tober 1973 w.;is a well-publicised 
effort to di splL-;-,' a f"lore fri endly or ~ f:::ttherly 7 attitude towards the prisqners . 
f :nbolic presentations of gift::> we:r:-e made t o ~ntellcctuals in Buru , Rnd piqtures 
were published of SuLlit::-o with prisoners and their chil0.ren. There is strong 
reason to believe that t hese efforts by S'.lmitro were po.rt of his r approchement 
with dissident studen-cs to \·1in th~ir suppor·c in his own bid for power . He 
suffer'"'~- defeat in t his endeavour.. He was dismis::;ed as Kopkc:untib commander and 
President Suharto has res ume d full coramand of K~pkamti~ and s o also , full 
r esponsi bility for t:1c political prisoners . 

The r epression that has follow:id the defeat of the student protest is reflected 
too in the r ever s'.ll to a hRrd line policy towards the prisoners which is now 
m~nifcstinc itsel f.in the decision ~o transfer all prisoners ; a policy that was 
already fore-sh~c.owPd in the ~op_knmti ~- s-:atement of Ccto11er 1972 . 

\ve should not :i_0ce sight of the fact thc:>.t President Suharto is now fullv 
responsible for prisoner policy as Kopkamtib co:nmnnder$ 

Conclusions and Action ----- - ---- - --
Al though we c':l.nno t be absolutely sure:? nbon.t the final dcstin1tion of the 
pri~oncrs now be inc tx-ansfer::"eCI, jt i.s ~lcar thnt '1 m5ssivc shift of prisoners 
is under. ~ 1uy, end. thir, m:i::,' roan le<'~ ,r pi'icon.s j_;1 J'11.-c<..rtR <'n·' ott:)l'.' ~O':ms en1'.>cy 
of all save the sentenced prisone:·s and those :--.v..'.1i t in ~- +··i <.:11 . ~11K r':)p,.c-+;s 
seem to s negcst thnt the government is 101.' intc:;iding to U SC: pl'iS0::1 , ...._· Cl"!..L ~-
dcvclopriont projects which Pre p!'olifcrdting in Cr.ncr ...... l .Jnvn r.::ither them s0ndi.nc 
the., off to r plncc J.i!c~; Dlirn jn.st to co ..... c· .~Ol' their o···n :-.mr;t(•n '1ncr . 
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Whatever t he clestin.::ltions, the tro.nsfers tnko the situation [\ ma j or step clo'":ier 
towards the plan promised by the eover mnent , the remov~l of all the untried and 
untrial>le prisoners to i ndefini t e de t ention i n plnces far from their families 
and society as a whole where they will be ' dimanfaatkan ' (made use of), and 
denied all prospect of either release or trial . 

This development, which represents a consolidation of enrlier intentions, 
requires rencn·md effort to moke the I ndonesinn question a natter for speci al 

· international concern. The Inte=nntional Secretariat hos sent a letter to 
President Suharto , protesting a t the moves and demanding that they be halted 
and that all B prisoners be r el eased immediately (see attachment). 

Actions planned and r ecommended 

1. These development s are to be the subject of a press statement to be issued 
at the UoS. Section Annua l meeting in llew York on June 1. 

2. Groups in other countries should approach the press on tho l Gt Juno to 
coincide with the U.S. Section ' s release. 

3. Hake ur~cnt appeals to President Suharto on the same lines as the I nter­
national Secretariat letter . 

4. Solicit the support of influential i ndividual s in making similar appeals . 
( Australia should use the M.?s Amnesty group , the U.S. should use people on 
the House of Representntivcs Sub-Commission on International Organisations 
and i'iovernents). 




