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In July <;69 t'~ Inc'o1.i:si2r- ~.:;ovcrnncnt ~nnour.cccl 
th estnb:'..ist111c .. t o:: n ~)._r~::-.,"'nt rc-settl 1:1 nt c~-:p fnr 
ur.tricc:;; ::!...:tic:)l :>rL_, nt.ors -n Dvru Is'cn(i. 3y then 
the r1rst brtch o:: ~,500 prisoners 1 ~~ b n trnnsporte~ 
there i .. coLcitio:r:s -f' utcos+ secrecy fr~.! prisons 
throughout .., Gvc.. ·ntil t' is :,'cnr, ti.orc · ere r.1orc then 
9,800 prisoners en th is:.'.":ncl. This wns sig~ificnntly 
less thnn the t0t.:-.! nur:1ber - t.1or then 0, OOO - tr.:ns?or t ed 
to Buru froo July :969. 

Aoncsty I:itcrn.:-.tioncl received inforr:~ctien in 1975 
thnt the priso_ '"'rs on Buru r'"' CC! .. pe: c' to construct 
nc;; cc:~ps suf:!:'icicnt t r ~1cus0 scvcr;-1 th0uscn< prisoners 
Phor.1 the .::uthori ties in-L.ended tc- trons""1ort t'"' the islnnd 
in 1969. It is nm: ':no:~ th-:t over 1 ,000 prisoner s we re 
trcnsport~~ to 3urt this y er in c r.diti~ns ~~ utnJst 
s er cy. 

Th""' is] nnd of Buru is pert of th .~clulcus nnd is in 
the r.1ost pert cov "rcC: ui t'1 princry veget.:ition ena jungle. 
T prisoners h ' to c l".:ir tho lc.ncl, uilc th ir <"'Wn ccnps 
and ~::)end th rrce\s UI.d r cul ti,:;:t. ion. /.1 though tharc 
ar ~ large nr as unC,r rice cultivaticn, the prisoner' s 
di t consists .:ininly of s' c t potatoes, c.::ssnv.:: ~nd 
veg tcbl s. In pcrioas of ~ood shortng , the prisoners 
or lrnown to hcv oaten snnk s, cicc, rats an~ dogs. 
~AthcuGh t~ prison"rs rais chick ns they s 11 th c anc 
the e~~s to th ol:f'ic rs. T~1C pris~1. rs rar'"'l · hnv" the 
opnortuni ty t ~t chicken or cg·s th~~sclv s. Th" 
pris0n~rs ha~, t~ 1ork for ight er nin~ hours a ~cy in 
th• fi,,l('• .·.::ny o-:.- th rt rrc intc~~._.ctu.l ~ , 11ho c.rc unu.s c! 
to hard nnnunl ln our. 

Al..,~~~ 1 -oportion f pris n rs are chronicnlly ill 
fr on dis ascs ., lie r c iv e"\·011 th r.1ost ~en ntnry 

tr c..tuent. • nre i th ut edcqtr!te clct!. s nnd 
n~ soc.p ~or ,. n ling. 

Tlm cl cicion to lish th uru ;:Jrcjcct ucs tc.rnn 
by ;rnPI'/J1Tin, tl.c po crfu st-tc s"curity "'gcJ.cy, .:md the 
pros cutor g nerc: l/("'S ;'. oir t d tC' r<.::nc[;C the '")ro~cct. 

Hmrev r t1 risen r nd r cilitqry nuthority; 
flnd th rG~,ionn' ni:!.itn.<y cunnnnl! nt .>.1bon is i c1ergc 
of s curi y ,...rrrnz r.t nts for the proj et. 



Ti.-ic crc;-;tion of dct nt _;_o, c '-·-"PS in Buru ( t' ere nrc 
18 in .:::~) ndc.. d n n • c!1:1 ,.sior. o;: pe;n. -:n"ncy to t~1c 
process of ~Jo.::..iticn· i~'prir;onrJ0r..t in 1::-idoncsir~. Ir.stcnd 
cf' bri:iging thC' priso •. cr.s to "!:1·ic:l t1ad re 'i:.sin~ t:l10sP 
nr;ni:-ist ,~:10;-: ~o c:-.nrges c oi..::ct be b ou,'.;ht, t~-ie :;ovcrnncnt 
h~d er:ibcrkcd o cc:u.rsc o:::' 'on1; tcrr.: cor::pulsory ''re-
s ttlcn nt" or t.1~ ;>risoncrs t;:us .,f'-"ectcC:. These 
include yow-irr .. en ·1ho ucrc lcs"' th-a-: -5 yc.~rs old 1!1cn 
~r.c st d. Or.e o~ t ... e lntt r is c: boy Hho .i<'-s trl'nsport d 
to th i8lr.nd • i th his -"i:.t'"lcr ·ho 1u•.s n poli t ice:: prisoner. 
The 1.:.ltLcr ciad in C"pti 'ity, but his ~O:l is still held on 
Buru. 

Th offic"'..c:l .oti vos bch:i.r.d t:1c Buru r jcct ucrc 
stctcu inn roclur0 issu by ll'orcru (Buru Ro-Sctt_cDcnt 
Excc4tivc Al.!q10r·~y) ir.. occnbc.rl969. Thi3 cxplnined 
that th~ t;dns=cr of c~tcgory ) p ison 
intended ''not to ist•l ~t ~r ::-.1 tl1 
but n r 1: o 
tog the:.~ ~··i t!1 
their o ·n s~f 

o·''' 11don si~11 ~overnncnt 

_ p aycc 'ln i1. portnnt 
rol in planning end ~uper·ising the =-bortivc coup in 
Octcb r 1965, although o v'dc c. has c~cr been produced 
in orcl r to ut th sc eonl or trial. 
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pris ncrs on .uru is hi~h. 
£>dr'1tter' in 1975 th~t ll1J 

1 riti s stctcd thct these 
nts t.et they hcd before their 

condition• on Buru 
...... ..__...._.""'r-'- cnp.1r:si~cd thc:t only 

~ oge ,·ho w re · 1 cicnlly fit Here 

T c Ii.don sic.n -.u ho it-i s h~ " nl1 nys insisted thnt 
th ir plnns to bring th~ fnn1l1 s o- the Buru orisoners 
to the islnn shot - Dut the 

s o ·c 

·ere <Lio cc 
they spok 

'hilc 

cy r c i~e that life 
iv s end children. 
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Ho\; v r in vuly __ 972, [l: Fives. it'! t.cir chi:!..drcn 
wer sent tc join th ir ~ri3on r husbc~ds ~n Buru. 
Furth r i;roups c!: , .. ivcs ··1cre s nt in Fc..bruc:ry 974 Qnd 
in e-rly 1975. The wives nnd t~cir ~us~cnds Dnd th0ir 
children arc houJed in Q spcciQl cno? c~!l d Scvenn-J-;yn. 
Ti-iu \iv "s i1I1L~ L.:i~:<l.1 11 lu.:\ c i. ~i'" U!lc'"~r "t11'-~ !3~~1c 

condi ticns .::s thl) ~ris.::>ncrs nnd h'v0 to ,·or!- for their 
food end basic rcquircncnts. ~h children ~re ·:!..l~tc~ 

to attend the e c~cnt-ry sc~co~ -:t l~~laa. 

Despite conti~uin::; cff~rts by t~o govcr ncnt tc brin3 
pressure on f2ni~i s t- go to :Jun..:., the tot.::.l .'lui.1ber o: 
fucili s en t1 island is css thnr 2CO an~ this r fleets 
th ccntinuing refuse~ o~ t~ ?risoncrs an~ their wives 
to ."1ccept t:1c &ovcrnr.10nt' s project -;t .::--.c.., vnltw. Several 
•1ives hove t1ri ttcn to .1-"..1.1 •• sty lnt rnaticn-: to s~y th--.t they 
prefer not to be transport0c' to »uru, dcs;ii t ::;ov rn"1c~1t 

pr1.. ssurc. One · 1ifc s-;ic: "'le -;r.._ being ccr.:pc:J d to fill 
in forns 1::.r;r'-oL s t0 <~o th ~re too. I ,:'illcd in ;: forr.; 
scyi G ' .at wi l in~' , but it sect:is they nr~ g i.,g to force 
us to gc- to Guru." This Fon.::-n is :1 rsclf.:: p0litic::l 
prisoner in J~v-;. 

t.ccor ing n .,tc ..... cnt nnclc in Dccc!:Jb r 197.!. by the 
then de. uty -rrosccu"tor ~ ncr~l, Sutrisn Hc.nid~ojo, 1 he P.:":s 
at th tiJ in chnrg~ er t Duru nr J et th• fin~: stage 
for the Buru ri.scncrs is th.-. ~h~s- ·r. en they :ire "returned 
to sccic y". "flcturnec t" s cicty" s •cns to ir.:;>-Y ro-
hcbilitction or re Fse, i oth r t0r~s, th ~nd cf 
dctenti n. But the I~dcn icn cuthoritico hcc c differ nt 
concept in oina. ~t this in2l st~g~, s~id the deputy 
pros cutor g nerc~. "nclitic'11 rison r s cu~d r r:cin on 
th islnnd but ··,...u!c nc lon.,.,cr h ound by c isci:::i' i:ne, such 
es, f r ,....x~apl , -tt •1ding ''ro_l-ccll''. 
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