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The treatr:ient )J. Joliti ·al p• ,orcr- ir Inda e'"'ia cortinues to 
shm1 a consistent r:;attcrn of •roi:-.· 'U".d p >r.:;i ·tent violatior of 
human rir;:1ts. f,ltvc thu rh"r '1r ,,rcb::i ly ci. r.i.-inJ ·,c 100,00Q 
political detair.CC'S , h ld ritho1..,t; v10.I'r'l )r t.,.,ial Si!1CC 1965. 
Despite a t:nall number of r "'..cai:-r.:; .:.r. thr> t-st, YC''1r , the contiauinf; 
drift of t;ovcrnnent policy conti ue. to lc.::l'IG +h v::1st nwnbor of 
prisoners u i thout nr: pro...,P•'c t ')f ""C' le r\Se. 

The go ·crnr.wnt d<>nics the problf' by in. i. tin<~ tha~ there arc 
no political pr: soncrs in Indo:w · iet. n._ Pro. rut.01· - 8euer.'.ll , 
Mr Ali Said, told a 11e.,.•s conference.. i1 Docemb r 19'7::5 that the 
people dctnincd since i 965 , erC' 11 .;rir.iinal d t ineu'". He said 
that they uerc l!O det'1.in0d becaur;c they 1•er. ::cemberl:'" of the 
banned Comiunist Party of Ir.donc>sia (i'i I). ~.;; bJcau.::e t. ey were 
suspc•cted of invo:'..'!enlC!.t :n tl.e 11 "J.tte up )Ci Cvup" ir 1965. The 
Prosecutor- :rcr.eral diU. not ext.-lc,i why • h( prisoners h'lvc not been 
charged or tried even ho gh they arC' n'">w in their eleventh year 
of captivity. 

One year a['O, the t,ov0rri110nt rt- Ue.>ienJd political prisons 
"rehabilit~t·on cortcrs". but i r.-.s .till rot made publi any 
prograr:1 which 10 ld constitute · re l1;-i..,c r r abilitction 
process. 

'Ihe J '1tcst official deter tier. .., t"tistics ar"' th t in Febr11ary 
1976, there ,·emaited 29,h30 "catc"'ory B· rri one •• deta"rea; 
addi ionally .Lt \/:\!? st rt d t .at .. .r.erC' •pm ir.ed 1 , 7 5 It C'.ltegory A" 
prisoners. '.r'1is appe<ir.s i..o b ullderc tima te of the 
numbers actual y lield. It i kn')wr: ~ _,,r ·xoripl ... th·.1t lar e numberf' 
of "catei;ory 1 pr.i. o;.e». ( scl _a 1 
since 1971) are st:11 ir.ipri 0•0d. 
available to the Rot: ~"lrch Dcpnr t:11.. 
earlier fif,llI'l of 55,00" 
now ap earr- ::. •. l r.derc&tir at£ ~. + c- ~ • •h 
ndr.iinistrati vc ct:ntcrs lu ou ~h ut ~ 1 

all 
ntion 

r-,1 pricons for 
.:>bi:-ervcr, , the 

centers :..:re to e fourd, oft<n 
penal law riri. oncrr ~ / cco. din 
total m mbe.r of tl.os et j r cd 'tl rou ·} O' ... In lo. esi:- is much closer 
100 ,000. 

Th authoriii .., s at U.- t }: y or • .Jy irt nd to try about 2 ,OGO 
d ... taino1..s \o1hom thl.y clo.sE""ify r. "cn.t ory \'' pri.:;o. 'rs . Of th • 
r1.:mo.ining t ' f of thou. :ind"', th ·o rr.rr ! t has consistently 
d-.cl'rr.,.d t t it Jo ... " r "t }1·;·;.., vid r c... ihich could b'-' u.., ... a in 
court to ... ta• lie.. t JS ofLnc ... s lL •..,ctly cor.: i ttc. ... by t11 ... prison~rs. 



Tt. t i 1.. of tl "ctt gory A" "r.:. •· c;Jr.tir,1 t xtr n ly 
S}OI-/ r~t • 3iJ,C~ 9r') , tut·l '1.Jl r (Jf r~i.O! .... r \<lfG b'l.' b rl 

brOUJT,ht to ri[l,_ L robrb y -b ,ut c r r t J '1I ' th'-
gov .... rnm .. nt .iini,ct._rs ·ir. 1 s ior ,ff1ci-.l. r"'.' o 'l.t dly tiro:nis'"'d 
that t>'- t.'lch.:.u .... ry ,f Just i ... · , 1: J...i.J..a .. .. :'f.'1.n .... d t0 sp ... •c. d uf.. th'-
tri:i ln 1 hilt + ... h ·riY"u'l ~-1· .... '-"' +ri~1..- !":~ r rr:r.ti'1t!~t1 .. :-...., Lh!}!,, 
100 cns .... s. l'h" rv~r1.n 1.t clnir:..; .. !1at it v::.11 .m·J try to brir.r 
200 er:~ c to trinl 11.'1· ly. Ev. i'1; i• -. c:<c.p]')r:-i.bly slew r·1t · , 
and it chol..lld l>. r1.m r:ib'-r d tl ,:, ,. ;- - r; r~ ::v' -rn. r,t promif,0s of 
this kil d m!"'ld, ri.... _,· ~~.. J~ ,.. 1 r0 u to l _ 0,.. nc ;ubc.-tr1nC .. {< 

hor-:ov'-r , a nu. b._r of tri::i.L h-.1 l · n >h .. p.'.:lrt y.._ ... r ;1nV1.-
illustr· t..:d t'!.nt 1.;V1..!". Uo- •ri~un .... 1· fr,rturint.._ '-~ou h to bv brought 
to cow·<: aft-..r 10 Y'-'lli'E" ., • d, ~v:ti ·m, 1 c ·; suff.._r'-d cl. .. ar miscnrriagcs 
of justice throug. tD .... rr>c di~rs -~d tt.._ ri ci .. ions of th~ court . 
Thv trial of four WOl'.ilLll r m i.. F bru.qry 1S75. Th ... duf1.-ndo.nts 
wcrL. forrnc r l.. .. adi 1::; m .... b...,rc of CJr -. .. LZ'1,i0ns r.ffi lia tcd with th 
PKI, which v:-:rc 1 

.. ur..rc.d in 19f6. -h'- ·hicf ri f t dnr.t, 3ul:1:ni , was 
a 1 .... arling mcr.b~r of th0 1 .... r'll<:'°r .r-" i t.-i Ir'ior""'i ·1 (GERWAI.I) , the> 
WOw\..11 ! E:; O»t;m.i:' ~ t;ion JrJ ..\MO r P"lIT i 'l"'i :..f !w;:.. of tho..: WOID\.-n I s 

buronu o ... S .. ntr..,l Orm· c-i ~uruL Sc.:uruh L.~on .. i<:' (SCBSI) , t'!10 
t r ade urion f< d .... r,ti on. Sul.::u ti : '1!Tor o wq.' on th'- st·1ff of 
Bnri:;;:ir, ':'::uti I! 'o=1c.si.:i (BTI), '.;h p._ ._. ... , t ' s unjor. Sudj:::..1 .. -i.h H::is 

on the staff of '"'iER1i1.rn , r"~ 1Jonsibl~ for duc~tion qnd cultUTo. 

Tl c intlictm"'l.t '· ::i.inst Thu four rri"O { rs all..:f' d. rarticip'l.tiOn 
in t h0 11 <;m1 ntt"mp 11 0f Octnb,H' 19;:>5 • n <1tldi tio .a:i.ly all(.t;atl that 
they had tried to r.:.stor the l ft:1ir. - r 0 .,,.._n (... t a:t r th... ~nning 

of tho.:;c or~anizatio~!:: - ,l:; i1 1966. 11ow ... vcr- , th ...... vid rcc.: produc d 
agai i.st them in court r ... lat d cninly to tlh ir .:lctiviti .... s nft~r 
Octob ..... 1· 1965. mhc:i w..,r" ;:ill'-'r~r' t> l:tv .... pullL ... ~.cd .:u.d distribut.;d 
an illegal l1ll tin , ;~t·inuc nlsc id..,ntity cards 1nd be r involvco 
i n providir.g assi~t'il.CL to th c~ildr n of politic~l priGoncr .,. 
I dditio~ , Sul-:ii "u• ·.cc:lf' •d of h-.v ... r- .recruited wor11 .. n to go 
to Lubanr: Bucya , to t lu i coot-ir•t' 'l..~d ,_ 1inr; and, ~cco:-dinf' to th1.: 
pr oscc· tion , thi"' 10.1:. .. uffici.::r t rid(;nce to '1.:-sm .... that she had 
known about tl C' 1965 a•·t._mp e;d cou which \vD.S said to hav ... us'-d its 
base at Lubung B -<:fa. 

~ho proe c tion ask .... d fo_ lif.._ im~risonr::cfit f or Sulruni a.~d 20 
ycxrs for the otl er d.cfc v.a .tc. ·~1 '1Lr' found guilty of having 
committ~d nets of subvcrsio1 .d f t~i g t~ restore ~anncd 
orgar • .i.zatior,s. E:ul., i wi c..t c .... d to 20 y1..ars ' ·m.risori:Junt . 
Sudjiririli wa~ sentenced to • :yLar£ qnd the other t 10 priso, LrS hnd 
sentences of 15 y~-..r~ ea~~. The. 10 year .. :n w ich they had bcLn ir. 
priso:::' b fore ri.,, ·• '- uct d fro h( ir sutcnc e. It was cl, ar 
from the 1..•vidcr1ce pr ~1.nt d ri->l that the rro ccution h'td 
failc to 1..st bli£1 t l rrfr·oners c.rc {'-'. :!. ty of 

tu ju ti fy 10 . •->r ... ir i riL on , for 
- .,sj tnnce to th childrcr 

bec::ms" 

T . trial 1..f r Sury 'ill ~qn. Jur.~ 19n~. Lik .... the four 
womer: dcfund-u1t"', w \,~., ~.rr ea r•~ r., 963 d.cr - of forl'.1-.:r 



Pro;:;iden t .Sub:u "O, \ll.icl' \"1.:' nly lim ~" lrn1 l :v 1 .ci '""'lciti v, proc0ss 
in 1969 ns h·). itbv rsicn Ac+. <> •• c Jf t , dc ... \i re l".:ycrc '1t tl c trial, 
Mr Ynp Thic-r:1 Hj '10 w· .... J.,i-: c.., 1.f 'l,. L i1 '-u for on, ye cir un<. r this 
law in 197LJ., dv ii ~tl tli, '\et;,.::;" 11.L'u'J-..r 1'1w11 ; l1c s-.id it 1:.::<s 
CXf'<'Ani' gly strc cchablc R .. d i·:-is SO v <GU' ,nd brco:i ir its applic<1tion 
tlrnt virtually any 1,olitic-·11 ,r r-oci:u ctlvlty ccL.'!..d b, i!!dict-. ]0. 

For cxni .. pl0, 1:!.en !rO b'l<i s .c.,... .,rrc.; 1 in hrc-h 1976 for smuggling 
this wa::::. alle,~ ~ Lo 1 ... ccou ic c;ubv rsi-::>r ·md rc."'ultctl i1. the Lf() 

people bcin~ r c t, .:: d '-}i c "l irl·rd :· ,:•<f""'~C'mhmga"!. The 
second ob~ccti.on t1 the "ubv•r;-_;_on et w::-i. t1at ,coplc like the four 
wor.1en prisoners -.nd Asc.> Sur'\,·" 'i'in, h.,.r '-' 1 wi.th offences connected 
with the events rif 196'), h::.l f·c"d tri{!l :md i::"lriscnr2rnt according 
to n 1N1 Hhich ;wd b, CY P•"'· P.d 1 y t!J.J 10risl turc only in 1969 and 
was therefore applied retr:>fctivrl-- t;r t!c.ir C'lScs. 

Ascp Suray .'.llll.'.!11 V.'.lS acc.usul of bcin - lco.dir.g mcribcr of the PKI 
special bureau and of COII!!'i~ity in c-:in >Jirncy to overthrow the 
govcrnr.wnt. ; o evidence \" E. broui:;ht '"hat :•e h,c taken an active 
part in tl~ ":itt-.. .. rte c0u1-" of 9 5 nc.yord th0 fact that he wcis a 
party lectul'er ii arx·st th rv. In Jyi)'/, whon th( PK! r.iem 0rship 
was being hunted by th ail .1or tie:'", .c tonk rcfu e i>J. E::-ist Java 
and he admitted that he. t::>o.- p.rt iri •rilla RCt;vitic~, which he 
maintained were in self- Pfcncc. Th( .. •ftnd.ir.g l.'.lvrycr. !Jrcscnted 
legal argume· ts ~t·1tin thrc : 

the dctc>nti01 of h pr'so ... C'r si"'lce tic- arrest in 
Sc >te. bur 1971 was ill .. g;il l->cc'l.usc no r1prlication had been 
mndc to a court 'lftc.:- th0 first yco.r of de tent ion 
\'.

1i thou t tri nl, -.s required by 11n. 

tt .:mel of jtdgco, tci~~ official~ "1ppoi. tcd by the 
g:overur.1cnt ·1hic i h'\J incorpo,,.3t j wmy dccr0c.., affecting 
mcmberc of lcftwi ~ orrar.::.:::.~ti0r.r wh~cb had been legal 
up ti 1 ~966, ::ou not j ·f'~ rnch cas0. il"par ially mid 
'\Ccording to lr ,1. :' c dt.. cn~·e l '1wy r , J:r Ynp Thi.:un Hien 
w:.o rrc>sentcd thC' cite. _or contoort of court . 

tf.c le ·if'lnti 0 -ic 'nd !' which t c c"".:;c \OS tried fas 
or.::.y assed :ou:r- YL"r"' ft • c.l e ·.l L ~c.d off._.•1ce::> 
occurred, .d rL t:r-oacT.i ... al'. lication of the uc was 
mcon.,ti.tutiona1 • 

there w <" •• o proof of ir et 1 Lrso al involvcoeut or 
cor lidty in t:. 1965 .,~c.n.f.:::;. 

Asc Sury..,. n wa. co rict0d and f: •• ten-; d to dcr>tl • Mr Yap 
in the final defence c-1 cc. c! icr-cribc r soner ',-; ex. cricnccs in 
detention us not un~que. Lik Ascp Sury"l'.1 oli ic~l dct~inccs in 
Indonesia 1crc: 

11'!rcatcd lik i;h dru r of 
<!.cr.c'nt xy ri ·ht cnj0y o 

mere objcc t ~ ... h""lt ~ ·u l> 

o ict~, dcpriv ... d of h~ ~ost 
J cl, ,.,+h r cl · c• . .._, like 

novc fro J 1..; n .... ..,cc to mi other, 



y;u L I lc,:.._i' l:. :;\l Jt .(''' "P·h .h·i tit. _or i ""l roca tl 0n 
to c-i re • 'tid, r • .::c O"' , • _ 't pc ,,.._,0r c. -.- d"' of .... orac 
offici~l; «l rl t. , h t0,d ~ '1-iy t·1r-y ·U'i? put 
to~l J..01.- 1 ' 01 •. LC.. th I~~ l l - t.,- 1::".::. rh*2y 'h~V0. no 

pO\·JCr rJ1C! r.v VC i,( r; - -f "t ") '(' L,.., · 1. ::>r prot,_;St "I ciinst 
thci:- i "t _ L • o , ~ • ~ ", "i <l.: •• t torture, ir sul t , 
hu.ig"r OJ. c' · 0· y "- o 1 .;· •) qi u l o voice in the 
face 0 · ": i.· ,. c _ . , t ... .: . .:.< : i ty auJ [)Crson". 

l!L Y..,. J C01' • 

"Mqny 0f .:: c. 'J- · 1 .11 A.dto. , .:.n ... to ::;lcep, 
getting •1p • 1 J. ~·1Y r • •• ~i.,.. .,, a ; ik. .. :icrsonF without 
a,:,y spir... , f l"' t 1 • ., • L i + !:.crl tr rco.C.: .. 1a3azincs , 
news:;o.r<:r:-, o::.· t k c; ~ 1 ~ • c, .:..;;: t.::. ~.:. tcrqb1re , not arc 

they o.2.lJ'l~'· " .i.·r._ "';ri "·nc; · . 'Jou. o .... c.~ ••. Such a life 
lead;, t!.c· +c L.· n'~ • '· • .J'1dcr thC' rrn~n. Some have 
bee me in.-..u • .:, 0~ 110 • 1:c ·o it~1..·l • .. icidc , some have 
hicJ .,o rate.? . ..J • ..,.: • .z.. r .:..r ·cr1i ""C r.i; With horrifying 
COI11';Cq;icn ~ - II. 

Contint-i g :.: ..., l ~ c. 1 i1r ! p s 1 iQ tl >t a '1r .i.soncr hnd told him : 

11\:lc: OJ.'" l :.k' le \ e 
anJ b~co . ., 01 c 

o. tr c ~ Jt "': ..:q.:. tinr to fall to earth 
c,p u- tu ·et ou:: fr0edorn back , 

to r jc···1 i_ .- ..._l ... 0s. ic11 u~ at the very 
least to e 
uncc1·tuinty 
sign, ~-o :')r 

t~ c. "11 ro thqt th:3 &oul destroying 
.l a+-1." t~.1:y want , we 3TC ready to 

c,·, l'Cl Llf"Cd. • • 11 

'I'he 
and l arc 

. , 
.1.'l.c, 0 

•)16. H 
ccused of unucr~i1 

a r:iini c-ter in t ·"' c --i~i.. 
ullcgr>d tha. Leh· ~:..r 

that t1 .C 11 ::tt":; rte~ C U, 

.• ~ : c 'i i:" Jaknrta in February 
I ... · t. e subversion ,'\.c t .:uid was 
r· of tl ·cvcrruncnt. Mr Oei was 

Pr • .Gi.-icnt. Suk:u-no. It was 
4 11 wnt n Octo~ r 1965 which said 
"1 t"t .tn'l2. ..,fi'"li.r of the nrrny. 

l• r. n ncr- .. r of P.'.!!'tindo At t:1a~ t · n.c. 
(Indor.eri 
Nationalist n.:u·tv L. 
by issuing ... 1" .tar ·.:. 
attem tcd to , ~.- ' 

· ,, • -0}rr.. '1\ ''\.Y from the Indonesian 
..1" 1 .• ' ,9r. , ·• ' !1e p .. :o:-ecution clnimcd that 

> • t I., .1 r.t. ir : ol!cr 1965 , Hr Oei had 
' " r. ·re. ~· .... '.l··ful '"')Vernrncnt of Indonesia. 

The dcf .nee .~ ir.; r • 
alle~ed 01 on~c o 
condcnned ':Jy t:.n tr "'•' : re 1 

because of t 1 c P u· ~ · .. ' 
sbtcd t! at llr Oc · 
state~cnt. 1hc u 

nt. 

violated the- pr 

c v r. mcr.t 'lt t. c time of th0 
Mr Oei was not 
cabinet 

!i t. JVer, wi. neE'scs at the trial 
l · rc..s' 0'1si hl~ in draftirrg the 
ir.c .icl L. • ; ... Yap Thi on Hien , 

..... ~- ~u1·y,., '.ln trial, that the 
, · ~: ti.1.. ~0 Rl: th; t the application 

::;, "1"' '.:.>t l ·w • .. .:md that the 
. f \.. r ~c 0 ~l,~ral detention 

-·' .-r i ·..__., .; <;u. Tr. his 10 yours of 
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dctentioi l'ithout cl =11r,c or 1,ri·1l, Mr Oel had •.ot bee, :::erv<.:d with 
::.my ·rarrar. ,, of ...rrc.:;t anJ ~ nd bee dcni. d ncces. to l~~v.;yer >. 

:'.)cspitv the juridical flaws iu the. rocct!dincs nnd thv flir.i ... y 
nature of sp0cific ullcgation..., · - .ir~t .. ::: Ooi, the coi.rt f0und , ·1. 

guilty ond ch<.rr•erl nnd sentericcd li.ir.i t.) 13 yo·lr •• 1 ir.1prisor.mcnt , 
less the tir1e already cpen t ;_r,. pr l. on. 

Dcspi tc co1 ti1uu 1 govcr 'lent ns~mri.ncos that fc·rcign jurists 
~oulcl be permi ttcd to observ~ po::.i v.:.cnl trialfi in tiic Indonesian 
courts , two r.1cmhcl's of ":.he 'rnstr.::ili'1l1 ._cc !;ion of the Intcrn'1tional 
Commii;sion of Juri3ts, Mr ~1oi-n Dowd \J,d Mr Pnul Stein , 'lP , were 
denied visas to observe the trial of 1\s0p S1rrynman in Auc·ust 1975. 

Nonetheless , oven ·\llm·ling for th" ri tunlizoc.l i l lcr;nli t y of 
political Ghow triol::; , many Indon si.:m I ri ~oners arc known to prefer 
to be brought t o tri:il as an al tcri.uti vc to ur.cr.ding arbi t!'m'Y 
detention wi ttiout trial. :!.:t haf rccn tl._; contention of the authori tic:::; 
th.:lt those su:::;pectcd by the gover·u ent of personal involvement 
in the 1965 cvcr.tr- v:ou l tl be brou ~ht t o tri.c 1 , ie. those classified 
as " category , it . Othe ... ·s "'ti[\ir.st •11.or• t:tc government docs not have 
evidence of direct r r:--on"l invol'1e1ac1 t ir1 the 1965 events , the 
majori ty of wror.-1 ure cl"ssificd [\G "category B" , arc dctRincd in
rle f ini tely •:1i t'.10ut pros 1.;ct 0f tria L k Lr0ndy ' nunber of "c"tcgory A" 
prisoners [11'0 k?lO\Jr +o have been relec:.E t: 1 after serving their 
sentences . This ha" r:i. p;:irndoxic·:l effect when comp.tred with those 
considered by the r\U thori tie:; to be lt ss dL·oc tly involved in the 
1965 events ( 11 c::'lt0gory "[)"'•·ho C'lrt c ly lork forward to further 
pr olongc,1 detention . 

The:;: c :wr b ·n · further dctc i.oratior i21 the troatr:ient of 
pri soners n.s a uholc. The •oyci·r..r10nt h8- nttcmptcd to revive its 
pr ogram to 11 rc- ..,ettl e 11 11 ea o ,o!:"y .?" )"ison, rs i ~ c .al colonies or. 
the Moluccan island of Duru, i.J er' j.ist '!I c...er 10 , 000 p.,.,isoncrs were 
detained. At the er of 19?.'.J, he ovcr1r-mt cretly transported 
another 1 , 000 r..:.so ~rf to Bu"2 . It i; k~owr. thnt coriditions for 
the prisoners in thei>· .;?JlP '1 t c .; 1·1 d ·1r• extre'1oly bad . 

The Indonusi\r. authort"' .1· • clr.i ~ 1 ublicly ttiat 1 , 309 
prisoners were "C'en[>CC1 ~n ''tc ~·\ t Y"rt.r. Tl:c t::'1.jor:.ty of th-::>se 
releRsed \Jere stated t..:> 'l)c i, lw Central J va t'C?ion. However , 
despite i·cq· csts to tlir Indo c i' utrcr ·"';ice fm· nwJes a11d details 
of tho.::c said to be rclcar- "G C'> £ ·.• ')nl~r !: .'.<" '1CC.OS of ,rnmc 40 
prisoners re lensed in .. ho p Yt. -41' h.::i Jc Je.:r M"d-.. 11v'1ilablc to 
the TI scnrch rc1 ·u·tmer u of /'11 .. csty l 1tr.rn0 tion ',l. Ovar nriJ f this 
nur.1ber were prirorcrc arccc+c i1. cc. :-i cti on with the "Mal::ll'i 
iucident11 of Jm u.· .... y 197 • "'"1e r st we i· 1965 J.rL ... C'ncra. In viC\: 
of part distol't.io"l.c of offici·l "bti. ti, , it i5 uifficult to 
accept the firure of 1 , 309 reLnscf" t face v·\l:J.o ~ gi. von the 
govcrrn:icn t ' .., rP luc tnnc to m:u knc..w» L1._, n~"!los nnd de tails of those 
said to be rele'1scd. 

Tho~e 11ho ar re L ~::- ' , re .. u : •c c • <;o 11ous CU'rcct which 
cro1 cxtm.o over nrb tr~ .... y p ··Loe. n t .. ". 01 .... over , large paym m:s 



1:1rc Oh occasic.n d . , tc. u lr · ''• il i t,- l y f 'icvrL 1:ho • r >cc r the 
cases of t as... chuct .. lcd for rell r;:: ~ curru t sc.'.lL o t 1cs.:. 
bribes lie~ betut.;cn '"',OOO ~ r:>,,, 5QG ;-o~· :--rirDl!uL Tl1i~ -i1so 11< s the 
effect of . l0\1i g kw1. the pos. H l r· t 0f · 10w:.c,, since most 
far.iilius cannc t obt i•. ~uc· a >'m -ind liv. in runury ~.::; -i r-.sult 
of the enforced · b~ .n.c ... of i.lw hrc1awini.cr of th fruniJy for s0 many 
ye[lrs. There ar~ ::; ve.re off' cial 1·c..,t1 icti n& sti::.1 on employment 
of released pri::-oncrc and private ci:.ployl rs, i .clu~inr; for ign firr.is, 
l!re !<.mm to be c1.cour"tp-cd to dcsc.rimir -.tc ::1•· .. -.inst er.11•l0ying 
released. prisoners. 

There cor.tinucs ',;o be ·• ~,r ttur ol' brutnl treatment of prisoners , 
especially durinr; intcrrogctio'1 (wl..ich co .iinu0r- uvc!" for those 
nrrested 10 years ago), ~r.d al'"o in tho c 'letcnt.:.01 cenl;ers ~·1herc 
torture is permitted by the locr\l r::ili t·u·y coruJanders. Fil·st- hand 
accounts arc r.::trc because o: tl c real danger of rcpri.s.:ils at:;ni11st 
prisoners , released prisoncrG an<l their fatJilics. ':'he Loudon 
Sunday Times of 11 Jar,u-~y 1976 fe;iturcc1 the cace <Jf fl young wom'1n 
who left Indonc~i ·t in ·;975 after spcndinr, SC\'e1 '11 years in political 
detention. Follow·ng hcr arrest ir. 1 968, ':'jiou W'1S severely and 
sexually tortured. .Sh.:i -.lGc dcccribcd whnt she S.'.1W of other prisoners 
being tortured. S!,c .vi tr.0s::>1.:d the hrub l trun trJ1:mt of n villnge 
headman Hho died under electric'll to~hrc, 1 woman who had boiling 
wat er poured over her hiJad. •nd anothc1· ·.;om;m whose nipples were 
cut off . 

Tortm:e is only one fc::iturc of t H' condi ti0ns f.'.'\ced by 
politic al prisor.ers in Indone.sia. Prisoner.: are also subjec tcd , 
for example , to draft labour , often tC' the profit of lil ·lit-try 
cormnanders. The tens of thov-.:mor- of rri ·0rwr. are dcpri ved of 
virtually 211 their -::onstJ:tutior.·.l rib'hh <.in it is mlavoidable as 
a genernl conclusion that th_ trcarm01,t of them is inhumane 
and contrary to intcrnr.:tionally accepl;cd st.:lndards. 




