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Releases 

In December 1976, the Indonesian Government announced that beginning 
in December 1977, it would start releasing all prisoners detained 
for alleged involvement in the coup of 30 September 1965, who had 
neither been tried nor would be brought to trial. This 'phased 
release program' of so-called B-category prisoners was co be 
completed by the end of 1979. 

With the release of 105 prisoners on 20 December 1979, the 
Indonesian Government announced that all B-catcgory detain es had 
been 'returned to their families' and that the release program was 
completed. According to Admiral Sudomo, th Commander of the 
security organ, KOPKAMTIB (Command for the Restoration of Security 
and Order), speaking a a rel ase ceremony in Yogyakarta on 
8 December 1979, when all but the final 105 B-category prisoners 
had been releas d, the following numbers had been released in the 
years 1975 to lq79: 

Year Deta'n ~s Released 

1975 1,309 
1976 2,500 
1977 10,000 
l 78 10,000 
1979 9,180 

OTAL 32, 9 

of 

h s 



At the same tirne, Anincs y International continues to be 
concerned about the pres n~ po~ition of former £-category prisoners. 
~his concern relates to thr~~ matt~rs· 1) the continuing curtailment 
of the civil and politic~! rights of released prison~rs entailing 
substantially less than unconditional release; 2) evidence that a 
number of prisoners who ha·1._ b1:::cn forMally r.;lcascd hav ~ not been 
permitted to return to thLir how~s despite their wish to do so; 
3) persons unaccounted for now that the release program hns end d. 

Aside from the no~mal probicms of aCJustment confronting 
persons who have been in detention for us long as 14 years, 
compounded in many cases Ly chro~ic ill-health directly attributable 
to prison conGitions, rcleas~d prisoners fac~ administrative 
harassment and conomic discrinination. It should be rec~lled that 
Amnesty Internatio al has always dcm~nde1 the unconditional release 
of B-category detainees who by a~f inition were those th0 Indonesian 
Government frlt nable to bring to trial and who huve therefore 
neither been charged with or convict~d of any crime. 

Restrictions on rel~ascd prison8rs take the following forms· 

.:i) :in outright ban on e::nploymcnt of r1.,;leascd prisoners 
in government service und 'vital industries', 

b) th continuing informCTl requirement that released 
prisoners possess c 'certificate of non-involvernc;nt 
in the 1965 coup for mployrnent in any sector; 

c) the marking of released prisoners' incntity cards 
{which all Indonesi.:ins must carry} with a code identifying 
the bear r .:is for~er d tainee; 

d) the r quirement that all prisoners consent as a 
condition for relc .... sc to pledgt..: which st:;ites th:lt they 
will b av~ilable to r~port to the authoriti~s at any 
time .:ind ill abjure ~11 cl.irns to wrongful imprisonment 
or ill-treatment while in prison, 

e) the r~quiremcnt that rcl sod prisoners report to the 
Military uthorit1cs regul3rly (in th~ ca5e of those most 
recently relL1Scd, every we~~), 

f) the r€qu1remcnt th1t those wishing to ~r Vcl must 
pply for permission fro •. KOPKAln'IB: 

g) th~ acnial of th~ right to join - m~ss or political 
org niz3~io anc o st1nd as a cundid tc in elections; 

h) a prohibition on un:luthorizcd submission of books 
or articles for publication ~nc on speaking 3t public 
mee ings, 

i) the deni~l of prop rty an ~ sion rights. (P~rsons 
~hose prop rty w s conf isc1ted or siMply taken over by 
off ici ls ftcr th 1965 coup huve gener~lly not be n 
jbl o rPcl~i it. Form r governm nt ~ployees ho h3d 
p id con~ribu ions cforc their rr st h v b n eni d 
th p nsions to h1ch thy r enti 1 ".) 
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In a~d1t1on to thLSc r str1ct1ons, r•l0asud prisoners h~vc 
be n wnrnrc' th .... t thE..y .re... ~..ii J• .:t tl"'l rt..·tlrl.'-'St t iriy tinL. 
I'urt.1er unccrt. int:r :i.bout -:h1c:1r st 1 +:us h.:.; bt..•::n er.: '1t1.....: in t_ov_ 

mintls of r...;l~ 1s d pr:...s0r.. rs L.i 1). __ io•ilc. su.'":'IJ'1ons s f:::-oM th'- rriilit.::iry 
uthoritics t:.o r _c"-ivc in~l t uc. tier . .; lbo11t :11...!W r~st r ict ions 

.:tffc-ting tht..ir fr ndoM ~f noVLl'l·-nt ..in··l cxpr.2ssion 1nd orders to 
fill in gu,_Gti mn-:irt..s, wLich lsk r one:; othLC hings uh"- th1...r the 
rt ... .:;ponl.nt is will1ns< to tr-ir.31'11.r:-:i.t"-' o (r1 ... Slttl""' in) .:i. remot""' 
~r~~ of th~ lrchipul1qo. 

AmnGsty InternJt1on~l b li~v.s th1t r~leas1c:. prisoners ~r~ so 
circumscrib- 1 by thLs~ r ~tr1ction~ lh~- 1 genLral ft..clinq of 
ft:::ir ,:md unce:rt·1i11ty still pr"-v .. 1ls .:-iI'lono then 1bout th ~ir true.; 
st.tus •• orcov~r, tho ~r1ct1c~! c0nscqucnc~s of thes~ r~str~ctions 
s v~r~ly l.inits the :iLility of rllc...)scd prisoncr3 to re.:tdjust to 
soci.:'ty. i,or i::x"lmplc, 1-unnc.. sty .:ntern::itional bcl i~ves th'1 t possibly no 
rnon'"' th:in f ivc r>cr c.-.mt of forr: . ._r d1.,;t i.nt:.-<.!S h-iv been 'lble to 
find rcgul -:ir er:iploymcnt sinCl? n l.0"'lse. r:hilst ilcknowledging 
that nernploym~nt is a chronic ~roblen facing larg• numbers of 
Indoncsiu.ns, lunnec:;ty Intc.rn~tionLll consi.]1: rs tlL t this fact is 
simply an additional rt.,;;"'lson ·vhy r1.lu1scd prisoners should not b~ 
singled out for discrininution in th ir •fforts to find work. 
In this contt.xt, it is worth 'JUOting tbe; rer:mrks of one r1.,,;l..:ascd 
prisoner: 1 If I ral.S-.? th~ pronll m of the c.:.ifficultitc•s of former 
political prisoncrc in scckin~ 1 liv~lihood. th"s do~~ not m~~n 
th2t I .irn ::iskinCJ th~ Gov(rnn._ .. t to _d.ve form·.zr poli ic.:il prisoners 
fi r st priority in obt-iininq ,.0rk ard lower priorit; to the Millions 
of unemployed who .:i..ce not form..:r politir; .. 11 prisoners. Wh.:lt I 'lm 
ch.:illenging is Gov rnm.J •. t c.iiscrinin 1.t ion "'tqains fl'1rmer po li tic'l l 
prisoners. 1 

Amnesty Int1:.rni.tion .l n·li Vt..S th""'t some prisoners who hu.vc 
bccP formally rcle~scd h v nc t b (n ptrnitt~d to r!turn ·o th~ir 
horncs despite h ir wish ~o ~o s~. ~hcse prisoners 3re officially 
desC"ribed ~s transmigr nts wh? L v~ volunturily rtsettl1.,;d in 3r~as 
outsidE Java. 

Although l\rnn •sty Int rnation l c .cpts that a nuI'lb.;r of 
r leilsed prisoners h .. vc volunl"'lriiy chos ·nth Governmo;;nt's offer 

o join its transmigration pro1r.:u~, it bc~i~v~s th~t in some 
inst~nc~s rclensL priso~._rs h~VL be n scttl~d ,gcinst their will. 
These 1ncludt:. possibly as n.ny ~s 35 rLl ~scd prisoners who marri~d 
while on Buru 3nd renain th.;rr with the offici 1 st~tus of 
transM1grants. It is kno>m th~t wh~n these 35 prisonlrs n~rried , 
they anJ their bri1cs th~ aughtcrs of prisoners who hu~ bo n 
Joined on Buru by t'ieir f"!rul1 s - m:.rl' t" .. quir~d to sign .. pledge 
d claring that tht:.y \lOUl' s"- ttl fo> 10 years on n~ru • Gi v n the 
status of thw bridogroo~s ~s prison __ ~ ,t th.t ti~u ,w he situ tion 
of the brides who, as d unhtLrs of prisoners, wcr sutj\..:ct to 
vir U"llly the S.J.ffi rE .. Str1C't:iOnS ~S tt.e cet i:l..,;LS / Ar'~"'h..Sty !ntcrnation:ll 
considt..rs th ... t •• l; !')l~dq ..; m dL "'t th t tim~ rt,.; inv,1l 1d, since no 
C"hoic WilS off._ r .0 to t h •• r rsons invo lvr>r~. l~no;.. St.y Int rn tion 1 
h1s r ceiv.a rcliaLl~ 1rfor~·1tion th t c number of th sc prisoners 
wish to rLturn to Jnv~, ri,ct.. th ir r l,tiv s hnv now b2cn able 
to leave ru no they se~ no ut~rl for th·~3el ~s th-rc. 
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Amnesty lr.t'"'rn.:iticnal. i. lic...v s +-h1t th1..:rt..: ~r CJtbcr i'1st u1c .... s 
of persons being rc...f ':..l.,..:;1 pcrnission to rct l.lrn to tht.ir horr• s from 
rczcttlem8nt rcus. ' .. he Ldont..:si.:m n,_ws '1'tg'1?'i~c.. Tun»o rcpor •c 
the cnsE: of "l nan prl scn l • l i.vinq in AlT:bor wang, E::tst .. 1lirmnti1n 
'Ire would lik• to go rol"3e .:inc JOin hi::; wif .::inc.1 f1mily.... 'But. 
the loc~l commnnd of KO'->I Ai1TIH h.:is i1Sk1:.t1 us to st ::iy h rt;.;,•· says 
Kusdi, :i former munbt..:r of tlw InL'.oncsian P-... sar.ts Fron (BTI) .••. 
"I c: 't go horn. an: ur1:;.; +:.1_r r. no f1cilit1(:s. 

Now th::lt lh~ InJom.siar. Governnr~nt has offici.1lly co!Tlpl ·t1...d 
its rcl8ase progrl~, ther~ ar~ ~n 1nknown n1mb~r of pLrsons {but 
at least 1,000) may have been etnined at son~ time 
aft..:r th~ coup of 1965 but whose presl.nt uhLr al.louts n.r._. unknown. 

'fhes, includ1.... 

l) persons whose wherc1bouts .nc unknown but who Mny 
h"lv · b ~n dct.::iin~d~ 

2) person& who w~r~ known to huvE t1...cn det~incd but 
h~v~ not been ~ithcr tri~d or r~lL~SLd. 

Arr~~sty Int rnution~l h~s r0C(iVcd inform tion that in Juva 
alone ov~r 2,800 p~rsons who were <lc...Lained uft0r th ... 1°65 coup 
have not -cen r~lcnsca or brought to tr.ial or 1re aw:iiting tricll 
und th<-.-ir wher1...-boutu ar._ unknown. ,\nn~sty International urges 
that the In~oncsian Gov1...rP~unt inform farnili s of the f t~ or 
prosent wh~r~~bouts of these missing p~rso s. 1hc Indonesia 
Government should • lso be urged to suppli• any inforrntion it h.::.s 
rcl~ting to persons whose f3tc ftFr th~ 1965 coup is unknown.* 

Imprisonment and Trial 

According to official Indon.~i~n figures, as of D ccrnb~r 1979, 
1,014 l\-cat ... gory prisoners - thost.: .:igainst whon tht.r: wc1s all .. gcd 
to be direct cvidcncL of involv~n~nt in th~ 1965 coup - ~ad bucn 
tri€!d. Of these, 262 hc:ld .Jlrc dy completed their sr nt1;..nccs. In 
November 1979 President Suh.1rto issued an instruction to the 
Minister of Justice to thL fffuct that political prisoners who had 
been scntcnceJ wer nov cligiblL for remission on thu sarne terms 
as criminal prisoners. Previously, tric' politic 1 prisoners had 
to scrv out their full sE.ntcncE. s. As ,1 rcsul t of the. new regulation, 
331 tried A-category prison0rs r ceiv~~ r~mission of whom llR were 
relLas0~ in n~ccmbLr 1979. In adci ion, approxim t~ly 450 untried 

--------------------~ - --- --------------

* This probl~m was strikingly illustrat~ by r• ports in the 
IndonLsian press of the efforts of ten children to finri their 
falh ·r, the :irt1st Trubus {SL<- '1' P1po, 29/12/79 and Mt rdcka, 
2?/12/79). 
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A-category prisoners wcr~ re-classifi~-. as B-ca~cgory and r8leas0d 
during 1979. At the end of Lh.t Y--ar, 23 A-cat~gory prisoners 
were still detain=~ aw~itirq trial. There ~ere thercfor~ 657 
A-category prison~rs, boch ~rice an<l untried, still officially 
acknowledged to bE.... in <ll.!temtion .:i.t th8 end of 1979. 

1\mnesty Inti:::rnatior:.Jl l.Jeli1;.;ves t.h.::it a substantial nunb.r of 
thos~ still i11 d--tention ar prison--rs of conscience who ncith r 
used nor advocat~<l the us~ of violenc~. It beli~vcs that th~ 
sentences of all those already tried should b~ reviewed on the 
grounds that a fair trial was deni8d th~ ~f~n~ants in 311 cases 
known to l'-.mnesty IntGrnationnl .:lnd was in fact im1)ossible> in the 
prevailing political cliMatc. In addition, A-cat~ryory prison~rs 
have been trieG on loosely-francd ch~rgcs undt·r the Subversion Law. 
This Law has b~cn criticiz~d in rDccnt years by promin~nt Indonesian 
lawyers on the grounJs of its 'catch-all' nature. The Government 
in recognition of these lefccts is r~port0d to have drafted a 
National Security L~w to r~placc the Subv~rsion Law. 

While welcominrJ the Indoncsiu.n Covcrnmcnt' s recent policy 
on rcr:iission, Amnesty International has been disturbed to learn 
that the n--w regul~tion is not being applied uniformly. 
Amnesty International knows of no inst~ncc of a tried n-catcgory 
prisoner outside Jakarta b~ing released und8r the t~rms of the 
remission regulation. Ina~e:d, it knows of cases of persons who 
would be eligible for release if th2 n~w rc~ul1tion w~re being 
consistently applied but who continue to oe held in detention. 
Thus, in Balikpapan, E~st K.J.li~antan, there are persons still in 
prison whose sentences shoulc4 have expired if r0mission had been 
counted but arc being held b~caus~ th_ prosecutor still has an 
appeal pe~ding. In other cases, the s ntcnce is counted from the 
date of scnt0ncing rattiE..r th.::i.n froM the date of d~t..,,ntion (a 
diffcrcnc of nine years for son~ prisoners). In Jakarta, on the 
other hand, r :';,_s~:.dc1 h'"""" ,; n c'lclll 1.t., fro:n t~.e d'ltc of 
d<~t.en ion .. c ·:- ~·11 '1 •.h .:cur'" '.1.n c: co\>m s"nt( .cc to run from 
th~ date of sentencing, a~rl prosecutors have been instructed to 
drop pendinq appeals to cna le the rel~asc of detaine0s. 

Aside from A-category or1soncrs who have been tried or are 
awaiting trial, thcr urL other political prisoners in Indonesia 
whose cases fall o tsid_ tre scope of the release program and 
whom l.r:ln~sty International regards as p~isoners of conscience. 
These includ~ students and MosleMs arr~sted in connection with the 
protests of 1977-78 against the re-~lection of Suharto as President, 
and persons in d~tcntion for dEmanding gr~ater provincial autonomy. 

Bcgjnning in late January 979, 36 student lead rs wer. brought 
to tri~l in eight Indonesian cities eh rged prL~arily with insulting 
the Head of State, state officials end state ins itutions under 
laws inherit~d fron t e Dutch Coloni1l Code. Th~ charges arose 
ou of the prot~~ts of 1977-78 whic. ook the form of pcacef ul 
demonstrations and m~c ings, p titions to the Govcrnm nt and the 
sc ting up of nock parli~ment to discuss pr0ssi~g issues of tn 
ay. Th(; stu1t.:nls and th ir 1 ryers hc.1V1.... cl.:i.imt- that th sc 

activiti s r~ prot~ct by /<r iclc 28 of th~ 1945 Consti ution 
~hich guur nt~ s fr do~ of ~xpr ssion. By th end of 1979, 21 of 
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the stude11ts had bc..~n s~ntcnccd to puriods of im~risonment ranging 
from six months to two yeurs an~. one. h.:i.cl been acqui t.t c.t. In a 
numb r of c scs, the Court dt...cl "'rt.d the students guilty of ins 1 ting 
stut.:e institutions bu· not guilty of ins•1lting the Head of Stnt _ 
or of the most s8rious charg. of having obstructed the Government's 
developm~nt orogram for w ich the m }{imum p<:..nalty is de<1th. 

A number of prominent :·1oslur. po_iticians and thc..ir followers 
wer • lso arrested in the p~rio(~ befor~ and aft~r the Pr~sidcntial 
c:lcc ions of Mu.rch 1978. r1any have now been rcl ased, including 
in the past year Mahbub Djunacdi, ~(.puty Secretary General of the 
Moslem political pnrty, the PPP, rofcssor Ismail Suny, Rector of 
Muhar.lF.la~iyah University, ~n<l Cutomo, popular hero of the struggle 
for independence. However, other :ioslc:ms prinarily ::>c..rsons 
~ssoci<1t,-.d with th...; Gerakan P1:?muda Isl.:tm (GPI, Islamic Youth 
llovcment) continued to be} detained. In February 1980, one of 
these <letain~es, the form~r Editor of the newspaper ~ba1i, 
Soenurso Soel'l'\arso o, who had b12en unde· arrest since 1978, was 
put on tri~l on subversion charg0s. Ar'lncsty International regards 
Socm~rso So~rnarsono as 1 prisoner of conscience. 

El.ST TI!10R 

There have been persist~nt r~ports of violations of hum,n rights 
(including imprisonmc~t without tri,l nd executions) in East Tirnor 
since the Indonesi~n i~v~sion of th t territory in December 1975. 
lunncsty International h~s h~d consi1erabl~ difficulty in 
establishing the vc..raci y of th s reports prirn~rily because of the 
strict embargo placed by the Innoncsian occupation fo r ces on access by 
international observers to tht. islal'\d and on the flow of information 
out of it. However, in rec r.t months, Amnesty Int rnational has 
rcceiv~d r~liablc information co~cerning these all~gations and now 
b licves th~t violations of h~ n rights of conc~rn to the 
organization have occurred an~ arc.. still occurrina in Eist Timor. 
This evidence sugg sts that th In~on~si~n occup~ ion forces in 
East Timor at lc~st sine. 1979 n y, ~s ruports from other sources 
have indicated, hnve in ~c ~mploy d a policy of executing 
Fretilin* meI!lbcrs who surrcnderc-i un·lcr th~ terms of n '1!"1.ne:sty 
guarantccinr, th ir sn ~ty. 1o~l~v y, Arnn sty Internntionul bcli~v s 
that of the approximately 800 p rsons bein~ held in prisons in the 
c ... Pitnl, Dili, lon , sOI"h...:1 uh h v1 :teen in d 1-tc'1ti in .. 1975-76 
.:in<.: tvuk !10 p'!.:--t ir; th -= • -:hti -': i • b r · •·-~ -(_ r ft l .... i vasion, 
C". lC: ~ rr_g rr~ _cl 'l 3 pri-:;; -, ..-- ,,. •'> itt T'l< '-. 

* Frt.;;tilin -
mo, e .t for n 
tcr i ory's ·n 
In<lon s .:m in · 

t.L de Timar Les 
imor, wtich a cl r 

r 1°75 nd r 

nd nt 

th. 
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Ouring 197q, hr.ncsty "'lternati.">n l n·c€'iVC't i numtJer of reports 
that Fr ti lin ner.'Lc>r.,, wr.o t .:ii surr n er d to t e Inca esian forces 
had s bscyuently J1~&>.euru.. S! ~1f1c instance was cited by an 
Indonesian C.hurcb 5') rcc who < uri ng cl visit to thE• island in the 
first half of 197 , re. ort t tha i.. !.Jte .~arch 'the people of 
Dil1 were in d stu.tr• o'" n rvou r. SF .__c .use of the news that the 
remaining (captured or urr~~ae~e ) rctilin leaders were ·idnapped 
at nigl:t and o one krcw r,f th .:.r ·.;here, Lo ts. 1 A Portuguese 
priest describing th Pit..iation in Jili cit approxirr.atcly the same 
tim noted: 'Jo one who had li'1ks with Frct.ilin is safe; at any 
time they can Le taken withou_ their family knowing and put 
somcuhere: else, put in a prison cnmp, or, sometimes, they just 
disappear .' * 

Amnesty Intcrnutionul has been a le to investigate thest: 
repor s and has coll~cted the nru.~c of more than 20 individuals 
who surrendered or ~er~ cdpturci and whose ~resent whereabouts are 
unknown . There r"' strons groun s for f aring that thest. 
individuals ntly have b_en ex c·1~~ ny Indon• sian forc~s. Moreover , 
although sorte of tht..:s1..: pt..rsons ar beli. v~u to have been kilh:d 
almost iMnc·iatcly after surrL1d•r, the majority disappeared after 
a period of det nt1on ctnd subsLqucnt rlle3SE sp nning up to 

ight(.;:cn months. This lattt. r qroup w n."' pick d up fro!" their 
hom~s anu hav~ not b• n s~cn sine . i 11 cases of this patt0rn of 
disa1pearance known to Amnt.sty Int~rnational occurr"'d in 1979, 
suggesting the possibility that th Incon sian au·horitit.s may 
have adoptt.::d a policy o clir-inating ~rctilin ner.tbers in that yc.ar. 
It should be not~J tnat, wh~le many surr n1ercd Frctilin members 
have disappeared, soEt w~11- r10W!1 l· ~rs, w .ose surrcnd(.)r or 
capture was \Tcll-publ.:. ·izc r,c. W(.)r t on< .. time bc.lh.:vcd to hav{: 
disappear~d, wcr~ aliVL n it 1 1bLrty a th~ end of 1979 . They 
include: Francisco :<~vi r Jo A .:ir l, f rPlcr Pr•si ent of the 
De:rrocratic ~ cpublic c f Eas .. in.or; , larico F •rnari<.k.s, the Fretilin 
llinistcr of I t rnal dmi i.::.--rati.on and S curity; and 
Arsenic Rar.los Hore , < m r,bC;;r of eh~ I n.tilin C<:::ntral Committee . 
'l'heir survival may L ttribu"-._ in f· r o thic concern for tht.:ir 
safety ~xpr0ss d outsirl In O,l~i . Sinilar ~xpr ssions of concern, 
including rcqu .sts that th.y b · r-rod.uc ~~, nay savf the.: lives of 
oth~r nernbers of Fr tili wh0 av surr nd re to the Indonesian 
forces . 

2) SOM Illustr 1V CclS€S -----------------------
Leopoldo J~aqui , a ~ rn r of the Fr tilin C ntral Committee, 

surrender d in Sarne. in th ou_ht-• s of the.. territory in c rly 1978 . 
The v~n wus consi~ r~ sufficiLnt~ i.portant by the Indon~sians 

* ·c s l.nclu ing 

R lations o 
. ll . 

sian nd 
the 
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for thev.. to dr 1 .) ..1 pro:>.:ig n 1 l :ifl"'t bearing his photo~raph 
..1nd announcing his s•1rn .. ndcr l11;.. w•s ci(.t"lint: fer scvt.r:il months 
lftcr his surrt.cn •r in San ':: ':ll. Ho ..- tson il converted w .r hous} in 
Dili. Aft~r his release h~ ~~s r(quir : to r_port daily to thL 
local mili :lry cor:unand nn'1 Inuon( si :in officers w\;;r fn_qut:ntly 
se~n eating "~ his house. In April 1979, h(. w~s taken by Indoncsi~n 
troops an~ ~scortcd to the house whcrF his 17-y 3r-olc ~iecc, 
~hric..1 Goretc Jo.:iouim, lived. .tari i Gor .tc Jo.:iquim h'!d bct=n 
dEtained for six months in 197€ for her role in th~ Fr ilin student 
organiz1tion, u.:ETI~. Beth Leopoldo dnrl nria Gor(.tt; Jo~ uim were 
then taken a~·ay, purport 1ly to wor~ i~ Ba cau. ~eith~r h~s been 
s~cn or trac0d since. 

ulc0 !lnri:l d Cruz w :; c:iJ? 'Jrc.;d in 1arch 1979 wit!"> h"-'r 
three -year-old chi le. She w.:is ta kl n to Di 1 i nr1 <le aine , . Nothing 
has been he rd of her sine~, though h r child is believed to be 
living with r latives in Ostico. A forr.i~r studcn in ~is~on, 
Dulce l1aria d~ Cruz h d been ~ppointL~ principal of prinary 
school in Dili in Oc ob~r 1974 In Janu~ry 1975, she was selected 
by the Portugucs ... "ldminis r:ltion to sit on a Commission -ror 
Educ tion R forn. ~h w~s th~ rr tilin Minister of Educ ~io~ and 
Culture and helper. institute Fr_til1n's popular euuc~tior. prograM. 
She would now b 29 years old. 

A number of Timorese ~c~.b~rs of h~ Portuguese nrMy including 
npproximatcly 100 sergLants join d th~ Fretilir forces. Many arc 
b~liev~<l to have disappeared ft r surrcnd~r. They includ~ 
S~rgcants S~bastiano ~outcl S~rn n~0, o r Bosco Soares, 
Joao Bosco Quinto, Domingos Rit iro, Iinho u Costa .~ 
Joao B1ptist dL Jesus SoarLs. 

Joao Baptist~ c J(sus So r'-s -s '"-'l~ fo~ six months in 
s~n Tai Ho prison af er his surrencer in c"lrly 1973. HL rtnainc1 
at conditional lib rty un il April or l~y 1979 when he war pick d 
up fro his h~n ty Inaon(.si n soldi rs nd prob~bly cxcc1t ... d. 
1· h:ld surrendt!rt.:d with noth r Fr il n lcac"cr, Anib-1 Ar njo. 
(Both w re Mcrr.bers of the FrL~ilin Centr1l Co~mitte .) Ag~d "lbout 
O ye rs old t t tirn of his dis~pp ~r nee, co~rcs fought with 

th'- Portuguese ~rmy in Por ugu~sc Guin ~ (~ow Guinea-Bissa•). A 
younger brother, Paulo w s scill in th~ bush 1 thL in of Soares' 
dis .Pc-ranee. 

Exoosto s i 1L1 inq figur 
1975, both had be n known 

popul1r Music~l qroup, the Cinco do Oricnte. 
stu~cnts ~t h Lycco in Dili 

E JA. They 
_h y ak.en 

ril 197q, s ~Y 

p h uld 

lso 
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fought with Frtt~li surr~ .lLrcc in Jun~ 1979 an~ ;~s, ~sot 
Novciber 1971, t. con'iti0 ~1 ~1·il..rty ft.er two ohort pLriods of 
detention. .t•.l.ncc <"' Expost.o w '" .lso .:::i cousin o~ forn r F'rcti.lin 
President, ~icolau LoLato 

1Jot .:i.::.. 1 l1s "1pp1:.•nr nces k,own to i\ .. 'Tln s~y Internilt ion tl occurred 
in !Ji!:!. nfter .i period of . .}+ ntion ..:0J"'l , incl11• ing s~rgcnnts 
S~rmcnto 1nd RibL:iro, c..isapo ar ,· 'llr:iost l.MmL. ~ii. tel y -if ... r surrc..ndL"r. 
Others ·,1cr...: pcrni ·tcd to r _~urn to t ht..ir hor s 1nd 1...i.s:ipp o.r -1 son\.: 
tim~ lCTtcr. Jo.:io ~ndr~jL s~rn~nt~, ~ mLIDuLr of the Fr~tilin Central 
Cornrni ttt•e. s ..:-rcnd~_rv: in U.:ito- C"!r1b>.u with his wi fc "lnd _iqht 
childrt .. n in Oc:to!J~r or :ovcr-b ...... r 197..... l!e: anc lns f.Jmily we.re 
~scortcd on foot th~ 10 kil0nctrLs to their hoMe toYn of Los rnlos. 
There, SarmontC' res•1rnc1 work "15 1 nurst... In June l ci7q, he: was 
summcnc...d by the: Indon'2sian ralitary .:t•.ithoriti( s an..i is ht. licve:.d to 
huve bc0n cx~cutc...d. 

The most rLccnt known c1s'-' of > Fretilin m nber uisapp,_aring 
aft~r surr_nder w1s that of SLrgL~1t ~ono Basco So~res w~o 

isappcarc<l from Dili in .Jov Mbd. 19./9 tl rcl. mom:hs :> ftcr surrender . 

Among thost... S...!rrenuE::r ,- Frt:. tilL. M rnbt..rs bclie•1ed to be sti 11 
alivE.. a tht..: \_;,·11. of 197<) • s .;uve:;n"'l 1nri::i ::h.! F:itim.::i Irncio, former 
Fr tilin MinistLr of E inane'-= rnd-ri , e!"hc.r c - th Cunr..r :.1 Conuni ttec. 
In.:icio surrendered in April 1~7° a.~ w~s t~kcn to Dili wh re hu 
w s allowEJ to sc... his wifL -~~ wo ~ .~qhtlrs for one ~ay. He was 
then tr1nsfcrred ~o B3uc~u l'r1son wh~rF hu was still a~tained as 
of the.. most n•cPnt rt..;port in Oct0b~r 1970. .ow 11 years old, 
Juv~nal Inacio w~s ~ployc~ c .n orfic1al with th~ r:ink of s cond 
offic~r in thL Fin~nct. ~~p<rtm·nt undur thL Portuguese administration. 

Imprisonment 

Amnest, Int rn'1tion'11 l·p,c·1s f thnt:..: pri.s n:; ii which political 
pr .soners arc.. ht...lc1. ':'he "C .r t.h t rm r S ~n T"li ho w rehouse anc'I 
h~ former Port gu~s~ Jistric~ Pris0n (C~!cia CoM re~, still known 
s th • Co~2rc ) , bot, in uili, n-1 B:.uc:lu prison.* 

Detention c~ntrLs rL b~li~vLi to •xist i.n ~ach of the other 
l v n cistrict capi.t:ils tl10ugh th St! :i.pp .::ir to b .... convcrt£d 

buildings which function as t~ p>r:i.ry hol·ing ~-ntrcs for surrender
ing Frc..tilin fig)t rs. 

-- - --- -·- ------

* .s rt~ t~ t fo1r conccntr tion 
~ h1..:r • 'i:l 1 l i) , n i i 

(l :ir , :'1; , 

• Y0rk Tir s, 
n "lLl~ tc confir~ 
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Th~ Comarcl is th~ 11rgest of thcs_ prisons w. th approxi~a ely 
70 cells and 3 capacity of 700-1,000 prisoners. It is a on(
storey, thre -sided builc~ing constructed 120 years ~go. Located in 
the auburb of Balide in he southern part of the city, it lies close 
to the Caicoli ~warnp. An inforrn,nt who visit~d the prison in late 
1979 said it was tllcn overcroweed and many prison rs appeared to 
be seriously undernourished. Th~ prisoners' regular diet consists 
of rice und kangkung ( type of spinach) supplemented one a week 
on Sundays by , SM~ll amount of rn~at. Prisoners arc requirco to 
work from 5 am to 5 pm every day, cultivating food for themselves 
and their gu rds, constructing roads and as s~rvants in the houses 
of Indonesian officers. In ad~ition to nalnutrition, tuberculosis 
is rampant in the prison, aggrav,ted by the ston floors, on which 
prisoners arc forced to slc~p in close proxinity, and by thG 
neighbouring swamp. Thos~ held in th~ Comarca nre bcli~vcd to be 
largely rank-und-f ilc mc.nbcr~ of Fr~tilin or its af filiatcd 
organizations including some held since shortly after the invasion 
who never participotc1 in the fighting. Fr~tilin supporters who 
surr ndercd to the Indoncsiuns more r .ccntly arc also held in the 
Comarca. 

The S n Tai Ho war house, a we-storey building which was 
converted into an i t rrogoticn centr~ and prison soon ~fter the 
Indonesian invasion, lies in the co~m rci~l district of Dili close 
to the p rt. The ground floor consists of three rooms, compri~ing 
two cells holding ~pproximat~ly 20 prisoners each, and a garage. 
Upslairs ar two sm~llcr cells each holding pproxi~atcly three 
women prisoners, ~nd tha prison adltlinistr~tion office. In r cent 
times, many captur~d and surrendering Fretilin members have bGcn 
held in the San T1i Ho. San T~i Ho is also the only d tention 
centre l·nown to ho! women prison~rs. Amnesty Int rnational has 
rec ivcd reports of prison~rs in both the Cornarca and San Tai Ho 
prisons being beaten. Th re have also been p.rsistent reports of 
the use of torture to g~in information from persons held i. the 
San Tai Ho. Thes includ~ allegations of the torture by burning 
with cigarettes of two women - Elda S~ld~nha and M3ria Gorete 
Joaquirn - held in the San Tai Ho in 1976-77. Although, like the 
Comarca, S n T3i Ho holds som~ long-tLrm prisoners, it functions 
primarily os n intcrrog tion centre and, unlik the Comarca, is 
administered not by he .1ilit~ry Police but by ilitary Intelligence. 

Conclusion 

In vie\ of th number of Last Timorese known to havE disappeared 
after surrender to the Indon si1n 1utnoritics, urgent ction is 
rcquir d c trac~ those persons known to h~v disappeared and to 
investigate any oth r cases of disapp aranc in East Timor. 
Investigations by in ernational 0 s rv rs into the conditions in 
which many hundreds of E s Timor s~ re 1Mprisoned in th 
t ory ar also c lled for. Th ~d n si n ov r en should 

r in f t.c r so tion n di pp r d p r ons dop d by th 
1 ly of th U it d D c :'lb r 1 78* which 

* so u io 3 /1 
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inter aliu calls uprm governments 'to co-op::ratc with oth<..r 
governments. relevant Uni ed aati)DS organs, specialized ag~nciLs, 
inter-governmental orga 1zutions end hu~anitari~n bodies in n 
common effort to scar~h for, locat or account for such (disappeare~) 
persons in the event ~f reports of enforced or involuntary 
disappearances' . ·1orc concrctl ly, AP.lnosty Into.::rnational believes 
that the Indonesi.n Government should be Jrqed to pernit the 
International Committee of th<.. Red Cros~ to exp~nd its activities 
ln E st .Li.Juor b<Jyon..:i the presen 111nited food relief program so as 
to include tr cing and prison visi~ation. 

*** 




