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1. Restri::tio;.s in emnloymert oo ortur.i ies: 

Released poli tic 0 l priso!!ers are not perrr:i tte t'J become civil 
servants, joi". the armed forces or worlt in i "vi al" industry. 
In practice, this me.:l.."ls that the or.ly avenu~ of employment onen 
to released political prisoners is to work in private industry/ 
cor.imerce or in sonc form of self-er:iployr.icnt. It has been reported 
to I from several sources that former prisoners are iscriminate 
agai st when apply~ r.g for jobs in private industry (for example, 
they are often required to produce a "Certificate of Non-ir:volvemen 11 • 

in spite of repeated assurances from the Indonesi n uthorities that 
this proo:dure is no longer necessary). To establish some forrn of 
self-employment, considerable L1itial capital is needed, which, for 
ohvious reasons, the released ~risoners do not have. Consequently, 
the prospect of finding employr:ient is bleaK, in a country where 
unemployment and under-employment are already problems for the 
population s a whole. 

2. Civil and po itical riFhts: 

a) released politicA.l prisoners are not permitted to stand as 
candidates in electio~s and it is net clear whether they are 
entitled to vote; 

b) rele sed political prisoner~ have h ir identity cards marked 
i a particular way w •• ic. in ic~t s tha the ho er was fomerly 
a political priso er; 

c) d political prison rs ust ob tra e authorization 
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2. Gro'..lps should con inue in efforts to raise r lie: for rel sed prison rs. 
At pres1::nt, a furt~"r circulqr is bci•1c prep<'..r.::d \11.ich contni!.s documen s .... t i~h, 
l. t is hoped, some sections will translate .::u.d produce in leaflet form. The 
documents are collections of letters from Indonesian prisoners, released prisoners, 
information on the restrictic~s i~posed upon relc~scd prisoners in addition to a 
brief commentary on politi1,;al :irnprisonnent in Indonesin. This circular will also 
be sent to all grou~s with Indonesian adoption and investigation c~•es, and the 
documents can obviously be given general ~istribution and as such be used in fund­
raising activities • • 

3. Further instructions reearding the continuation of some group ~vel work on 
Indonesia foll wing the f oI'l!l~l closure of cases will be issued once the necessary 
consultation h,s taken plece. It is hoped that these can be provided by the end 
of January 1980. 



:>ate. 

~I Indey· ASrl 21/11/ ~ 
r-,is r: f /C'.O/A'> 

~ :-~ s ~ In-+-..-...-nati0!'1t::l 
I ~crna~io l ~Pcret~riat 
l' ("o tfia ,t tcr. ::..tre_t 
L •. ,./'.· 71 

'ngl - · 

YO:;Y:.KA ::,~ - T,1 r.i: .-cei:.:..n .... ( ol-" f'!Y':" siur i t" · ~ central 
Java city , ~6a .olitical priso~>r st~n· st1rr1y a a te~t1on while 
an I:rdonesian .!'!"') c~fic~r l .. on s hrouc;l .,r- cerei1cny that ~:Till 
lead to thPir rele~~r. [n t!..-. -r\~ 1 St - S, ~ ~ilj~s t~P ~en en~ 
10l"'.en l1aven't seen in "71or0 tL'-- a C'~a' "'l.t quietly . 

F · nally, he nric:oner::; · '1 ar o th pr0!'1isi q to 
r~nO:ll cc Co.i"lr":.mis · · colooy r,...r ~ c...,,r , onv e 's. '"'he 
'.>rison rs, '1!"-o have lee .. '"'1 1 -'"· ni:>...,1a"': Jail i•ii:l1o"r "'har.9r.s 
or trial for '"P to l"' ye· rs ~n c-"s .. 1"'io 1 ( f · rivol en.- .. ar. 
bortive pro-co-...~ ist coup tr n-+- ir L~r.~, er- fre • 

kiss 
qu:l 

·e 
f h r, r 
through "'r"to• ~ 
reel abC'1t lo~· 

0 th 

of 

s wi:.! 

... .. 0 

0 
• I 

_, .L c, 

r.t.:r ony ltc; into 
r. ·~ross a r3i i~g, 

~lowly, softly sr.e 

I 

r the th'-' 
L ins to 

he 

.. ir 

n 

'l.'CCt nd 1 

it er 
h_r I 

h.: 1 

..... l.- l."' l 07( 

,., 1r'- "YP ct5 
ri. ..... t.., i 1 : 

••• /'> 



.., -

r ~( ~n~ .vsi . ~as wiped its 
;,ors rcli tic.~ prisoners are 

T!L"' c'1-:.-:;ory 'B' ::-8]< "" .. h .. S o: ·~ 
humar ri_hts rLcor~ claQn or t~~t no 
hc ... d. :1crco'12r, t:h• latest rcl0.:::.ses 
contr.0v2rs·• 01·e:r ._; '·-,_rt.',; 0~·n '">risor~ 
rloesn 't. s:-l·re the n-'.)bic~·c; fac~n(" 1"'':". 
readjust to li :!:fl 0~1tsi<:·2 .,.,... .:..;;01·. · 

ic 't put to rest ? continuing 
r ~~~rt. AnJ the ?ro~r3m 
~~ ~~~li; cs a~~c7ptin~ to 

BJ~ i!1 ncct.i (} :'..::s ·:'Ol"' •• 1.i~:.,. nt to frPc al:. prisonc!"s hel'. 
·Tithout tri.:i.l, I ··c,..~si 1. shO'.lA.~ vin a ne.:tsurc of ']Codwill, C:cs21~,: 
these ')lc;~ishes. 

':"':.~ ::1+:~<.JO"='Y 'B' )r: sane~-.-. h ~ve, in -the ;:''lSt been the focus of 
shc:>rp crit:.cisr:: fro. h•!.,.....;iln rights ora:t i~ations s lCh 3S !\..r.inesty 
I .~e~n~tio~a:. mhe lc~q etentions h3ve pro·oke~ s~btly e.· rcsscd 
iplo~atic pres51re fr~~ t~c u.~. an o her friendly 

founc the .~~ in~~s i ?Olitica: cn~arr~ssr.~~~. 

··ester~ diplon~ts, r-ome o~ whom wcr2 cri~i lly sceptic~: of 
~e 197P r~l·ase ~1Edge, ·~l=o~ ~ .he cckend rcl as~s. 

'Basical_y, ~ 've ~ad 
foreign offici 1. ' t's 0c c 
h vc contcrr.pl .t~·. • 

qoo~ o t~ i= pro~ s ,' -aid one 
~ _ot s~oot.cr han a~yo e co· r. 

':'he Pest rn cou :lrt:icu:'1r y happy to h 1r Ar1m. 
Sudorr-o's lc~c to re ~-~c t c 105 rcrn~inir_ 'B' risor.~rs 8for. 

he year er.~. T ~ g our, which i c_ des a nur.b.r of prominent left­
wing writ rs, jo ·:-n lists :md i l -lcctu 15, .:.ncl· ·Lig no· · ist 
Prar'O 1ya • ~nta :.cc , lJ.d t...:en j ieg • 'ur _co ~rativc' y sccur.:.ty 
offici~ls. 

r~c fo-ccs i~ s ~ nt d to 

rclatic 
··o. 

r ief,' s~ ~hec on :ip or-t a i1P 

I:-ido risoners ar r:ost 

~OS Of ~-• 

750,000, but no o.c is sur~ - w r 
u s vcr l ' ' c cgory prisonrrs 

mcr.t in the _o·· - attcr-_ t. :'en~ of 
I B' • 

t _'.::?ars 
T~ ..._. 

rr_sts of 

vie nc , 
~re c~.rgc ri~n cirect in 0 vc­

thou a _s ore ere classi=iea 

. .. I 





- 4 -

co:-p .::i. r.:.. .. :- '.:: 1-" - - -v ;.: ::- •·-; · .. ..- c ,..., .., ·~:· c. -r. •• _ l--:::lc.::.se with 
th:::ise is.s:1::d by the Se curit:' Cor::r:t'.11·l j u s t: thr _c wee ':s c:irlier turned 
ap ~- 3P.-pr- ::-son (: iscrc-· ·:ri ::y. Ir. -~ . .:::;uer to que ries, Adn. Sudo:no said 
t.~c 3~ ..-· ......... .:- ~ ~1r .:; ., ... . ·- · . • c·-:·~ ~:!'."nr .,_,, c f: 1lly shC'·-:t bec:-t l !Se they h.::d 
Lc~ei'l 'scr-:: -·r:c1 ' :.-y r .i"t:'.. "':-·.;:- :· :o'...:: .:: r- 'tn- .'~'11:" L.hc three -i.:2cJ-: interim. 
:'cw ... v·- r, no :-i ... : '5 of s1 e h c; cs -.~ : :n-:::.:tn'; ha.s a:ipc '1rcd i~ :r-Gcc::;-t wcE>ks. 
,\.n~ly;.;4.:. .~ f01.:: ,-" :..t !:":i hly '.l'1 lS"'.11 th::.t the slc·,1 I doncsiun judicial 
~roe ss 'OL! 1 ~ i1 v. 1 r co t~le~.,;~ ~ :1a t n1.:ti"T,bcr of -:<' r.~ s in so sh0rt .J. 

tirre. 

~· 1 t ::.ost otc:;~prc:::-s, whil_ r.o c r;ding In~·onesi:m SC(:Uri ty 
official.s nre poor accou~t~nts, t~nL to ~cccpt th. ~ovcrnment's 
figures as r0aso'1~Lly a c~ratc. ~hey s3y no serious 0vi~cnce has 
~.~rsed to in~i"a e J~%~r~~ ~olds ~ ry ~c:c p2oplc than it sRys it 
docs. 

Hm·:cv<'r, Ir.done's~n ,:.:so ::olrs r:ur.1bcr of r,~ore rcc;.;:ntl~1 dctai:ie:-:! 
politic~l ~ctiviFt3. This gro~p co~sist s .~stly of MoslcM 
dissi1.-:nts who !1:iv: r1:it::l':€ ug inst th.-; Suharto r . _, in~ ~~c1 a 
:m.'nb r of stu ~.nts w .o h"'.V "? er:'... tizco ':hr .. <TO'J...,,rnrr.2nt. ~:ost of these 
<'etnin"cs '1c::~ ~rr~st d i:-i 107 "1nd 1978 during the parliamentnry 
and presidc:1tial c: cction c rapaig~s. O e di!JlOT:1atic sourc0 puts 
their nu."£'· 2r t 30 tc 40. :r. t "'noth•~:::- ·Gstern lln:i.lyst s~ys it night 
top ir-o. 

~iplo tS s~y In"cn( Si~n or~1 .1~1s plcd Q tn t th .sc prisoners 
wil 1 be ch'1::gcc nd trier1. B··t orr.o::stic .J.:-d fo:-eign cri ties alike 
note tt t Tn~o~c i, 1 s w~3k l ~ 3 ~~s crn g-ner~lly provides scant 
pr tcc":io- :lg.:i.i:: .... +- .r· itrary ::.rr"st '1nd t :tentiop_ should the 
:ov L nc_t choose to ex rci~c it~ powers. 

tc n~wl~ r~.c~se- c~t~rory 'B' ~-tRin• cs f~ca problems that 
re~·· st~cnt to ~ivili~r lif3 ~n aph·1: struggle. ~he 

go· r!1!1H~r.t - sn'-t fcrma_l:1 istcd the r c s•.ri_t..ions iIT".poscd 0!1 !:he 
~x- et i ~cs. B• t A" • s~no~o, t th rcss co.f~rc ce, outlinec 
so of ~he~. ~he of:i~i~l s,id the ex-prisoners wern 'fre~ 
citizens, !~t stil: un~cr upervisior'. ThLy may vote, but no~ 
s -nn or 0. ~!e. They may joi, _o c£r5_r.t-spo,so ed cocpcr~civcs, 
but • o-c tr..~ ar.i:t• c" forres or t' . ..:: civil se.cvir;..:?. 'l'h2 · rin • - i ._Te 
anywhere t~cy wa, _, b ·t . ur-t report thGir :'1ovcMent fron one pl cc 
~o another. They ~~n go 3bro~d, bu~ c~ly wi~h 'spcci~l 
p8r . ission'. 

The restri ions c~n be 1 b 1rnc~. Because they ~r taintc . 
~s 1 ftists m 1 .' fer er- ..,riso er5 huv1 har'l tro·1~lc finding jobs. 
'_hey :; rr · <> s;-ieci.o:i 1 s igr.a,' con ... en !s on., l",.,s-:ern olitical 
nn~ly~~, ' . os~ h3ve a ona ho P -, t . e!• f·-ilics and ~e?c~~ o. 
them. I 

Sc ,reral ~ ·-pr .:.sc".~rs .::vc , 'n:t'lncntly reset le~ in 
Infonesi:l' s o t. .. r- isl.::. Cls o ~gi n w J..'.vPs, incl .i"in') 92 or. the 
once dre cd prison is __ nd o .~ru. •iost 3n :~c s think the 
priso~ers' oice to ~-settle is vol · nt.~y, l\s Af.~. ~u one i. sists 
i is. 

So :-i..-, th rele:lse proi:;'"-..r ~.:::. 't -ho r. thf" forrier c>':ainces 
t e ~ sc~urity ris. wakart~ o~cc •hought the~ wcr2. Pc:i~ica_ 
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an:ll~sts ~ct~~t "it i~ ~n' Gi0" 
'fofar h_;'v h'h·•vr·v_r•••!l.,' 

1 ot .<! on"!.y o.-,, 1 .i.nci le-it 1 i " 1..v1rir 

prO:ll'.'l.r" lJ( "T:lI • 

r r n~ WI' 1 1 f i , 
A :r. . c- 1 o,... .J '"· 

t"'l.'1 (''"; Slr:t:: 

ivi+-ies. 
..-_ . ! .. ~ 

th n.l 1'3C 

!:uh.! gooc< rccor· • v-"lt-.·nlJy cc-ill h~lr> s •' 1 11• 
r.~intcjr 1tion r f +:'1 • r i '='O": s . n t o ~o~ i ':..:. • ~ for ... hosE wi t.I-.out 
money or sy ·rthl tic r,·l ti ·.._" i., nori o"" r ·l , c c~ulc. ~,oo"' 
~our into frustr1~i n. 

Two hou:cs r..ft-~r t . r l::::i.sr -::e.r.;Mor•y, ~t·: r0.i, "1 ':5-yc:i.r - olc' 
former c;chool :>1ir ii ... Ltr<ltor f nm '"'olo w .i +-s in ... n >J11oty S't ·11l it1T" 

1-0siJc t·1e g "1 with his tW'1 broti1·tS . lj"' 1l tf. f~"r.i.li~s of St"Vcral 
other prison .rs thc.y 'v hire· 1. '1'1 to t -i}: then ho:r:. • Tht. brothe:rs 
h"lven't beer. tog thl.r in 1-1 yc~r'"•; sine·~ ~1; SunariH 1>1i1S :lrr~sted 
for his membership in .:1 1-t-.. fti<;t t .,c;1. rs' union. 

Th· hrothcrs "1rc 't t l~i"l~ wh .. n, r_port~r '1ppro chrs. 
Hr < unardi n r1ousl:1 sl'.lilcs; t'1 } roth .... rs ron' +-. 'I' 11 go hoPlc 
::irst, thc:1 make ?Jl., .s, ' ~~r Surpr.:;i s"lvs , 'I c:on ' t Y'no! wh·1t \iork 
I'll ,o, but I still h~ve ~y str_ "th . ' -h~ ~~n S'1ys hu ' s 10~r,ec 
a Ji ttL~ bon rubber r}rocossirrr frol""' Herl- ir,,. o:-. 1.statcs on 
~ru salr• .... rtba:i.g~n Isli.nr<, the site of o,..,c of Inc1c•111;..;si<i's tough st 
prisons . The- roth,_rs 1 cl.od: s 1r ~ f:l{.~r. ~na fr .ye~. 'I'h _y .:ln:: 
poor . 'i'h£. cx- r.:.risonr•r'c; ·)l·rns Sl:: ~ v1guP '1n<'l hollow. (The lisil.n 
W 11 Street Journ'11, 1: )~c~r..cr 107q) 




