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UP-DATED TNTRODUCTION TO THE TNDONESIA REFPORT

Summar’[

Attached is the up-dated introduction which has been propared for
inclusion in the Indomesian translation of the Indponecia Report, which is
to be published in ecarly 1979. It was hRecessary to have this because,
gince the original publication of the Indoncsin Report in October 1977
on political prisoncrs in Indonesin, there have been considerable changes
in the situation.

The introduction comments on the releases that have taken place since
December 1977 and outlincs the probloms faced by released prisoners. It
gives further current information on prison conditions, in particular
cmphasizing the medical problems oi longterm prisoners. Therc is also
information on recent developments in Indonesia which have resulted in the
arrest of seversl hundred students, Mozlem activists and intellectuals,
some of whom are mentioned in the introduction.

In addition to this introduction being added to the Indonesian
translation of the Indonesia Report, it will a2lso be inscrted in the
English language edition.

Distribution

This circular ie being sent to all national sections and to
coordination groups on Indonesia.

Recommendod Actions

1 It is hoped that sections which have alrecady trenslated the Indonesia
Report will now be mble to translate this introduction and print it for
inscrtion into the original translation, so that it is included with cvery
copy of the Indoncsia Report that is sent out. Sections that do wish to
translate the introduction should iniform the Multilingualism Unit of the
Internatiornal Secretariat of this intention as soon as possible.

2. Bections that have not tranclated the Indonesia Report may still wish
to translate this introduction, although slterations to the text would be
necessary to delete references to the Report, and use it as a public
statement on Indonesia. This may be particularly useful, since it is
expected that perhaps as many as 4,000 untried political prisoners will be
relcased from Buru Islend penal settlement in Indonecsia in December this
year and nstional sections may have to answer queries from the press and
others at this time.

3. The information contained in the introduction may be used by acdoption and

wordination groups for any publicity work they may be undertaking.
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INTRODUCTTON_TO TNDONESTAN TRANSLATION OF TNDONESIA REPORT

The following report was completed in June 1977 and was published in
October the same year. Since the publication of the report, there have
been some major changes in Indonesian Government policy affecting
political imprisonment. Substantial releases of political prisoners,
detained because of their alleged involvement in the 19C5 events, have
occurred since June 1977. However, tens of thoussnds of other untriecd
political prisoners remain, many of them entering their fourteenth year
of imprisonment., Moreover, the Indonesian Government continues to arrest
people for their alleged me mbe rehip of the Indonesian Communist Party
(PKI) or of other proscribed leftwing organizations before 1965 and, in
addition, has during the last 12 monthe reacted to growing political
dissent within Indonesia by arresting large numbers of people and holding
them without charge or trizl.

As this report mentions, the Indonesian Government announced in
December 1976 a release program that promiscd to free all untried
political prisoners by the end of 1979. In line with this program 2,500
were freed in December 1976 and a further 10,000 in December 1977. The
Government has stated that a furthor 10,000 priseners would be released
in 1978 and at the time of writing (October 1978) the Indonesian
authorities had already announccd the releasc of some 5,500 prisoners
during the year. It has become clear too that prisoners released in
Deccmber 1977 and in the course of 1975 have not been subjected to
restrictions of houseé or town arrcst as were detainces released in 1975
and 1976. This is a most wvelcome step. Amesty International is also
satisfied that the Indonesian Government has significantly scaled down
its resettlement program and it is estimated that of the 10,000 prisoners
released in December 1977, only a fow hundred were resettled.
Nevertheless, cases of forced rcesettlement, even of prisoners vho are
chronically sick, have come to Amesty International's attention in the
provinces of West Kaeliwantan, Dast Kalimantan, South Sulawesi and
Southeast Sulawesi.

It should be noted too that few of the prisoners released from
detention have been able to find employment because of government
restrictions and the social stigma that applies to released political
prisoners in Indonesia. The Indonesian Government has done little to
remove the fear and animosity still felt by many in Indonesian society
towards ox-prisoners, for which the Government's own policies are largely
responsible. Released prisoners are banned from employment in government
services and in what are termed "vital industries". Moreover, no released
prisoner, to the knowledge of Ammesty International, has been able to
obtain a "letter of non-involvement in the 1965 coup" (Surat Keterangan
Bebas G-30/5 -~ 1965), without which any cmployment in Indonesia is
impossible to obtain. Amesty International belicves that it is the duty
of the Indonesiau Government, bearing in mind that it has detained these
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prisoners without charge or trial in deplorable conditions for periods
of up to 13 years, to remove all employment restrictions it has placed
on them. Amesty Intcrnational takes this opportunity to renew once
again its appeal to the Government to releasc all vrisoners of conscience
in Indonesia and to restore to them full rights including the right to
eaployment.

It remains a cause of great concern to Amesty International that
the tens of thousands of prisoners remaining in detention, almost
certainly still more than 30,000, are held in conditions of severe
deprivaticn. Although there have been some improvements in the
conditions of detainees in recent yecars, there are still many areas in
which prison conditions in Indonesia fall short of acceptable
international standards. Forced labour is still common in a number of
detention centers, most notably in Buru. The prisoners in this vast
island detention center receive no food provision from the authorities
whatsoever, and but for their own efforts would literally starve to death.
It remains the practice in a number of other Indonesian prisons to force
detainees to carry out work for which they reccive little or no
remuncration.

Whilst Amnesty International is satisfied that nearly all prison and
detention centers are now regularly visited by a doctor, the health of
many detainees is chronically poor. From information that Ammesty
International has received, it is evident that in many prisons 5C per
cent or more of the detainees are in need of medical treatment in any one
wonth. In nearly all detention centers the medicines and drugs needed
for the treatment of prisoners have to be provided by the prisoners
themselves., This places great hardship on the families of detainees, who,
deprived of their major bread-winner, are usually in no position to
purchase expensive drugs. When a prisoncr needs aa operation, this is
almost impossitle unless his family can raise the necessary money. The
most common complaints the prisoners suffer from are tuberculosis (up to
50 per cent in many prisonsg. melaria, hernia (particularly on Buru
Island, where this condition is related to working on the fields), high
blood pressure, skin diseases, dysentery, eye diseases, heart complaints,
hepatitis, chronic rheumatism and haemorrhoids. Cases of leprosy have
been reported on Buru and in a camp at Kendari in Southeast Sulawesi.

A striking illustration of the physical condition of political
detainees in Indonesia was given during the release of 1,501 prisoners
from the island of Buru in December 1977, an event which was well
covered in the Indonesian and international press. Of those released
from Buru, some had to be carried on stretchers to boats talking them to
Java and two died on the journey to Surabaya; 12 of the prisoners had
to be taken from the quayside straight to hospital; 196 of them were
suffering from tuberculosis, while among 300 others there were cases of
asthma, high blood pressure, hernia, jaundice and other illnesses.

Amnesty Tnternational is gravely concerned that arrests still
continue to take place of people allegedly involved in the 1965 events
or who were members or sympathizers of organizations legal at the time,
but which have since been bamned. In a number of prisons in Central Java
some 10 to 15 per cent of detainees have been arrested in the last three
years. In most cases it appears that the persons concerned fled Java in
the aftermath of the 1965 coup to other islands such as Sumatra or
Falimantan, and on returning to Java after an absence of more than
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12 years, have been reported by police informants and arrested. Arrcsts
have been reported of persons whose only offence was to have subseribed
for two or three months to the PKI newspaper, Harian Rakyat. In all

cases thesc new detainees are held indefinitcly without sharge or trisl.

Despite the fact that thie Indonesian Government has consistently
stated that it releascd all Category C prisoncrs in 1972, it is clear from
evidence that Amnesty International possesses that prisoners from this
category romain in detention: among thom are many ex-army and airforce
personnel who were often detainecd merely because their commanding officers
were considered leftwing, as is the case for example with the approximately
270 detainces still held in Ambarawa in Central Java. Nirbaya prison, on
the outskirts of Jeakarta, holds many airmen whose arrcst and detention was
due simply to the fact that they were trained as pilote in an east
Buropean country beifore 1965. Onc detaince in that prison has been told
that his mrrest was solely because a fellow student had married a Russian
citizen whilst in Moscow and refused to return to Indonesia after the coup.
The prisoner concerned has now been in detention for 13 years.

Perhaps the most disturbing recent development in Indonesia, which is
not covered by this report, is the large-scale arrests of new categories
of people who have been detained in 1977 and 1978, including Moslems,
students and members of soveral ethnic minorities. Supporters of the
official Moslem party, the Partai Persatuan Pembangunan (PPP), have
suffered particularly. The FPP lins since 1965 eherged as the major focus
of opposition to the military government in Indonesia. This was clear,
despite heavy pressure from the Government, in the 1971 and 1977 elections.
Following widespread student unrest over alleged corruption in the
Government and the unopposed re-election of President Suharto, the
Government arrested large numbers of studente in February and March 1679,
In April 1978, a second wave of arrests followed of prominent Moslem
figures including Professor Ismail Suny of Muharmadiyah University,
Jakarta, Haji Arief Rachmen, Ascigtant Rector of the Jakarta Teaching
Training College (released on 17 August 1978), Mahbub Djunacdi, deputy
secretary general of the PFP, Soleh Iskendar, a well-known Moslem
cducationalist, Imanuddir Abdur kaheem, a university lecturer and
Secrctary General of the International Federation of Islamic Student
Organizations and Sutomo (Bung Tomo), a veteran of Indonesia's struggle
for independonce against the Dutch and a well-kmown businessman. Amongst
other intellectuals detained was W.3. Rendra, Indonesia's best-lmown poet
and playwright, who was arrcsted on 1 May after he had given a poetry
reading critical of the Government. The Indonesian authorities have
stated that he is to be charged with "incitement to hatred against the
Government" under a law dating from the Dutch colonial period. W.5. Rendra
was released on 15 October and all charges against him dropped.

Reliable Moslem sources have indicated that there arc at present at
least 700 Moslems in detention throughout Indonesia. Once case that
Amesty International has presently taken up is that of Sjachril Wahab, o
journalist, formerly employed on Indonesie's most prestigious magazine
Tempo. Sjachril Wahab has been detained without charge or trial since late
1976. The reason for his arrest was apparcently Government concern that he
would takc a prominent role in local campaigning during the May 1977
elections for the Partai Persatuan Pam. His wife and family are
believed to have fered severely because of financial difficulties since
his detention. Another case that Amesty International has taken up is
that of Haji A.M. Fatwa, sccretary of the Madjelis Uama DGI (Council of
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Mozlem Religious Teachers in Jakarta). Haji Fatwa was detained in
March 1978 for his alleged involvement in student agitation against the
meontested re-elestion of President Suharto. Like many other Moslem
detaineces, Haji Fatwa has been held since vithout charge or trisl.
Amaesty Internstional has also received allegations that a number of
recent detainces nave been ill-treateds

Amesty International is also concerned by continual reports of
arrests in several outlying provinces and regions of Indonesia such as
Aceh in North Sumatra and Irian Jaya (formerly Dutch West New Guinea).
It has often proved extremely difficult to obtain concrete information
regarding human rights violations in these distant and isolated regions.
Nevertheless, Amacsty International has taxen up the cases of five
prisoners of comscicnce arrested in the town of Serui on the island of
Yapen in Irian Jaya. The five were arrcsted in 1975 for circulating a
petition calling for greater regional autonomy and links wvith the
neighbouring independent republic of Papua New Guinea. They werce tried
in March 1977 for subversion and insulting the Head of State and received
sentences ranging from five to seven yeors. In October 1978, Amesty
International featured their cases in its Prisoners of Conscience Week.

In closing the Introduction to the English language edition of the
Armesty Internationel Report on Indonesia in June 1977, Amesty
International appcaled to the international community to make clear and
urgent representations to President Suharto and hic Government to release
immediately and unconditionally all prisoners of conscience in Indonesia.
Amesty International renews that appeal nov in publishing this, the first
Indonesian translation of an Amesty International report. By releasing
large numbers of prisoners in the past year the Indonesian Government has
shown that it is possible to release all prisoners of conscience in
Indonesia despite objections that have been made against this earlier on
grounds of security or unemployment. In sppealing for the prompt and
wconditional release of all prisoners detained becnuse of their alleged
involvement in the eveats of 1965 and for the restoration of full civil
liberties for them, Amesty Intornational also urges the Indonesian
Government to rolcase immediately the hundreds of students, Moslem
activists and others detained during 1977 and 1978 for non-violent ¢
exercise of their human rights.





