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AINEOTY INTERNATIONAL OCIMENTS ON RELEAST OF POLITICAL PRISONERS IN

INDONESTA

. lmnesty International wel;:anod the Indonesian Government's announcement on
Wednesday 26 July of the release of 4,000 political prisoners held without trial,
At the same tine it called on the Government to rclease immediately and un-
conditionally the tens of thousands of other political prisoners held in Indonesia
without trial, rany of whom have now been in prison since 1965,

Jmesty International said toaay: "The release of 4,000 political prisoners
in advance of the Government's proviously anncunced release program is a most
welcome step., The raroval of previous restricticns on released prisoners, such
as house arrest and town arrest, =21so marks a significant progress in Indonesisn
government policy. The continuced detention of thousands of perscons after as many
as 13 years in prison is unaceceptable, given that the government has conceded
that all untried political prisoncrs are to be releasad by the end of 1979, It
is AI's view that all remaining political prisoners should be released inmmodiately
and unconditionally with full restoration of civ'l riyhts. The povernment should
also ceas: icmediately its prt:ctic;") of foreibly sending some relcased detainecs
to resettlement canps in isclated arcas of Kalimantan, Sumatra and Sulawesi'.

Al also drew particular sttention to rore recent violations of human rights
in Indonesia, including the detention without trial of hundroeds of students,
intellectuals and 'oslem activists; the sentencing last week to 8 years' imprison-
ment of Sawito Eartowibowo who was charged with subversion for circulating a

renifesto critieal of the president; and the continuing governrent practice of
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UNESCO and the Council of Furope, has cooperative relations with the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights of the Organization of
American States, and has observer status with the Organization of African Unity (Bureau for the Placement and Education of African Refugees).
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bringing pelitical detainecs to trisl maany yoars after they werc arrested, The
organisation also called on the movernment to ratlish lists <f 21! these prisoners
whose release has been announced, as well a5 thosce still held in detention,
Until these lists are made public there will bo eontinuing doubt as to the
nunters actually rele;xsed and those still in detentien in Yndonesia.
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