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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE TUESDAY 20 DECEMBER 1977

Amnesty International welcomed the Indonesian Government's announced
release today (Tuesday, 20 December 1977) of 10,000 untried political prisoners,
and at the same time criticized the Covernment for failing to release immediately

the many other tens of thousands of untried Indonesian political prisoners.

Amnesty International said today: "There are certainly more than 55,000
pecople held without trial in Indonesian prisons and labour camps, and the correct
total is probably as high as 100,000, The Indonesian Gove: :nt has now conceded
that all these people can be released, but it says furthe. delay in releasing the
remaining priscners is because of high unemplcyment in Indonesia. We comsider
this reascn unjustifiable, since unemployment is not the fault of the prisoners.
It is our view that all remaining untried prisoners should be released immediately
and unconditionally, so that the Indonesian Government can finally redress that
pattern of gross viclations of human rights of vast numbers of pecple, many of

whonm have now been 12 years in prison without trial."

Armesty Internaticnal also points out that the Indonesian Government has in .
the past made promises and annocuncements of rcleases which were later found to be
untrue. Arnesty International said today: "The Indonesian Government has promised
to make available the names of all those released today. Until the names, dates
and‘places of release of the reported 10,000 affected today are made publicly
available, there is no basis for believing at face value today's government

announcement with regard to numbers actually releases.”
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Amnesty International is a worldwide human rights movement which works impartially for the release of prisoners of conscience: men and women detained
anywhere for their beliefs, colour, ethnic origin, religion or language, provided they have neither used nor advocated violence. Amnesty International opposes
torture and capital punishment in all cases without reservation and advocates fair and prompt trials for all political prisoners. Amnesty International is
independent of all governments, political factions, ideologies, economic interests and religious creeds. It is financed by its membership and by subscriptions
from all parts of the world. Amnesty International has consultative status with the United Nations (ECOSOC), UNESCO and the Council of Europe, has
cooperative relations with the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights of the Organization of American States, and has observer status with the
Organization of African Unity (Bureau for the Placement and Education of African Refugees).



