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A.~nesty International welcomed the Indonesian Government's announced 

rel as today (1uesday , 20 December 1977) of 10,000 untried political prisoners, 

and at the sam tim criticized the Covernment for failing to release immediately 

the many oth.r tens of thouscmds of untried Indonesian political prisoners. 

Ar:nesty Interu~tional said tod;:y: "Tuer are certainly more than 55,000 

peopl held without trial Ln Indon~sian prisons and labour car::ps, and the correct 

total is prob~bly a~ high ns 100,000. Tile In ~nesian Gov · _nt has now conceded 

that all these p • ph.: can b r le.:ised. but it s~y.s furthe .. J lay Ln r leasing the 

remaining prison rs is ~caus~ of high unenplcyncnt in Indon sia. l.Je consider 

this r ascn unjustifi::bl , sinca unemployment is not the fault of the prisoners. 

It is our view that all rconining untried rrisoners shoulc be rel ased immediately 

and uncon<.!i tionally , s that the In ... nesLnn Gover nt can finally r dress that 

patt rn of r~ss vi lati n of humr.n rights of vast numbers of pe ple, oany of 

whco hav1.: nol.7 be~n 12 y ... ars i.n ;>ris n w!.thout trial." 

Ju:m sty Int~rnati n~l also poin s ut that the !neon sian Gov rnn nt has in 

th rest~ c~ ~r O~ ~S n' a n_unc~-~nts of r~l~ases ~hich ~ere later found to be 

untrue. ~""sty Int rn3ti ... nal said tocay: "Th Indonesian Governoent 3as proreised 

to ~k availnbl th nao~s of all thcs r~leased tocl3y. Until th nam s, <l3tes 

and ~laces of r 1 ase of th re.,orteJ 10,000 aff cted today ar made publicly 

availabl , ther is no e i.s for believing at face value today's goverm:icnt 

announc..,oent with r arr. tc nunb rs 3Ctually r leas""s. 11 

FOR L-lEDI ~TE REW SE TI:~SD Y 20 DECE~ER 1977 

Amne lnternahorul 1 a 111orldv.ide human r~ht mo ment hich orlc. 1mpa.rtiallr f r the re ea 1 pruoner of con 1ence: men and v;om n detained 
an} v.here for th•ll ehef colour, ethmc npn, rdig1 nor la~ e pro•1ded the) ha e neither ed nor dvocated violen e. Amne t International oppote 
torture d pual pum ment tn all , 1thout re 1'\allon and ad• ea e fan and prompt mal for political ri ner . ~mnest International is 
independent of all o•ernment · political facuon 1deol . economi lll!ere d religiou creed It financed by u membership and b) scriptions 
from 1 pa.rt of th orld. Arnn 11 Internal° naJ h con ultati•e tatu v.1tb th mted , anon (ECOSOC), U ~ o and the Council of Europe, 
coopcrah•e relat10n nh. the Inter-Amen an omm1 ton on Human Right o the Or amzation of meri n State nd ha. ob er tatus with the 
Oll!aruution of frican Unit} ureau for the Pbcement and Education of ri n Refugee 1. 


